The Buncombe County Farmland Preser-
vation Program is a program created by
the Buncombe County Soil and Water Con-
servation District. The Farmland Preservation
program’s purpose is

e To protect the agricultural community and
farmland for the future generation of agri-
culture

e To protect prime soils, and soil of
statewide and local importance.

e To educate the community about farming
heritage

e To gather the farming community and
inform them about opportunities in the
county.
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For More Information:

Contact Us

Buncombe County Soil and Water
49 Mount Carmel Rd Suite 101
Asheville, NC 28806

Ariel D. Zijp
Farmland Preservation Coordinator
(828) 250-4785
Ariel.Zijp@buncombecounty.org

Visit us on the web:
www.buncombecounty.org/soil
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The Program

The farmland preservation program encourages the
voluntary preservation and protection of farmland from
non-farm development. This is in recognition of the
importance of agriculture to the economic and social
life of North Carolina.

o Agricultural Development and Farmland Protection
Plan

e Voluntary Ag District (VAD)

o Enhanced Voluntary Ag District (EVAD)

o Conservation Easements on Farm and Forestland
e Quarterly Educational Friends of Ag Breakfast

o Farm Heritage Trail promoting preserving farms

Ag Advisory Board

The Ag Advisory board administers the farmland
preservation program. The board acts as support for
local farmers by reviewing and approving applications
for VAD. The board is composed of nine county resi-
dents appointed by the County Commissioners. A min-
imum of five of the board members have to be actively
farming. For a list of the members and their contact
information— please call the Soil and Water office at
828-250-4785.

Voluntary Ag District (VAD)

e Land must be part of PUV tax program

e Land must be managed according to HEL guide-
lines.

e Increased protection from nuisance suits

o Water and sewer assessments may be waiver/
suspended.

e Signage to publicize land’s enroliment in program

o Land is subject to conservation agreement that
prohibits non-farm use for development for 10
years (agreement can be revoked by landowner at
anytime).

Enhanced VAD (EVAD)
EVAD has the same eligibility requirements as VAD.

e Landowners are eligible to receive higher per-
centage of cost share under Ag-cost share pro-
gram (as high as 90 percent)

e  Utility assessments may be suspended or waived
if land is in EVAD.

e Land is subject to conservation agreement that
prohibits non-farm use for development for 10
years (agreement cannot be revoked during the
time of the agreement).
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Conservation Easements

A conservation agreement is a written agree-
ment between landowner and qualified land
trust or public agency, in which: Landowner
promises to keep the land in its natural con-
dition without extensive disturbance. The
agency is granted the right to enforce the
covenants of the agreement to monitor prop-
erty in perpetuity.

Friends of Ag Breakfast

A quarterly breakfast held at the WNC Ag
Center at the Virginia Boone Building to
gather the Agricultural community together.
This breakfast is complimentary with Bun-
combe County farm fresh food and features
an ag-related speaker.
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Farm Heritage Trail

The Farm Heritage Trail is a scenic driving
and cycling route through the rural agricultur-
al communities of Alexander, Leicester,
Newfound and Sandy Mush in northwest
Buncombe County. The route passes by
marked conserved farms and farm stops to
promote the farmland preservation in the
county . For more information:
www.farmheritagetrail.org



