
Buncombe County Planning Board 
February 5, 2018 

The Buncombe County Planning Board met on February 5, 2018 in the meeting room at 30 Valley Street.  
Members present were Nancy Waldrop, David Rittenberg, Parker Sloan, Thad Lewis, Robert Martin, 
Dusty Pless, Billy Taylor, and Joan Walker. Also present were Brandon Freeman, Staff Attorney; and 
Debbie Truempy, Gillian Phillips, and Shannon Capezzali, Planning staff.   

Call to Order 
Nancy Waldrop called the meeting to order at 9:31 am. 

Approval of Agenda  
Dusty Pless made a motion to approve the agenda. The motion was seconded by Robert Martin and 
passed unanimously.  

Approval of Minutes (January 22, 2018) 
Joan Walker made a motion to approve the January 22, 2018 meeting minutes. The motion was 
seconded by Billy Taylor and passed unanimously.  

Public Hearing – Subdivision Variance Request: 
SUB2017-00578: Dan Fiore of Sleppy LLC applied for a variance from Section 70-67(2)(e)(1) Minimum 
pavement width of the Buncombe County Land Development and Subdivision Ordinance to allow for a 
reduction in pavement width in order to develop one additional lot in Fernstone Village Subdivision on 
tax lot PIN 9689-84-5080 (19 Viera Dr.).  

Gillian Phillips presented the variance application (Attachment A) then swore in Eric McAbee, surveyor 
for the project. Eric McAbee represented the variance application and provided information to the 
Board. Nancy Waldrop opened the public hearing. Gillian Phillips swore in Richard Boucher. Richard 
Boucher of Fernstone Village stated that the HOA maintains the road which needs repairs that may cost 
as much as $30,000. He wanted clarification about possible impacts of the variance request. Gillian 
Phillips stated that the variance would not impact the planned repairs. He also asked if the style of the 
proposed home would be similar to the existing duplexes.  Eric McAbee confirmed that it would be the 
same plan. Nancy Waldrop closed the public hearing. Billy Taylor made a motion to approve the findings 
of fact #1 – 6A as provided in the Findings of Fact Work Sheet (Attachment B). The motion to approve 
was seconded by Joan Walker and passed unanimously. Billy Taylor made a motion to approve the 
variance. The motion was seconded by Parker Sloan and passed unanimously.  

Subdivision Review – Preliminary Plan Approval: 
SUB2017-00577: Dan Fiore of Sleppy LLC applied for major subdivision approval for one additional lot in 
the major subdivision identified as Fernstone Village and located on tax lot PIN 9689-84-5080 (19 Viera 
Dr.).  

Billy Taylor made a motion to approve the preliminary subdivision plan. The motion was seconded by 
Joan Walker and passed unanimously.  

Public Hearing – Subdivision Variance Request: 
SUB2018-00025: Warren Sugg of Civil Design Concepts, on behalf of Liberty Oaks Fund 1, LP, applied for 
a variance from Section 70-67(2)(e)(3) Minimum pavement width increased where the road centerline is 



less than a 90-foot radius of the Buncombe County Land Development and Subdivision Ordinance to 
allow for a reduction in pavement width in order to accommodate a single family residential subdivision 
on tax lot PIN 9607-84-0256 (402 Liberty Rd).  

Gillian Phillips presented the variance application (Attachment C) then swore in Warren Suggs. Warren 
Suggs represented the application and answered questions from the Board. Brandon Freeman provided 
information about the state statute regarding the ability of the Board to attach conditions to a 
subdivision variance approval. Nancy Waldrop opened the public hearing. Gillian Phillips swore in Dede 
Styles, of Swannanoa, who stated that approval of the variance would set a bad precedent by allowing 
developers to make mistakes or do less than is required and then get approval to not bring it up to 
standards. She stated that on-street parking is a necessity for visiting guests. Nancy Waldrop closed the 
public hearing. David Rittenberg asked for clarification from Brandon Freeman on the statute 
requirements for variance approval. Warren Suggs provided information about the work that would be 
required to bring the road into compliance if the variance was denied. David Rittenberg made a motion 
to approve the findings of fact #1 – 6A as provided in the Findings of Fact Work Sheet (Attachment D). 
The motion was seconded by Joan Walker.  The vote was 7 to 1 with Parker Sloan voting against. David 
Rittenberg made a motion to approve the subdivision variance and the motion was seconded by Billy 
Taylor. The vote was 7 to 1 with Parker Sloan voting against.  The variance was not approved as an 
affirmative vote of four-fifths of the Board (eight members) is required to approve a variance. 

Discussion – Zoning Ordinance Text Amendments: 
ZPH2018-00005: Sec. 78-624, Appeals from decision of board of adjustment; Sec. 78-658(b), Off-street 
parking, Minimum parking requirements; and Sec. 78-677(d), Procedure for obtaining a conditional use 
permit, Development plan; submission; contents.  

Debbie Truempy provided an overview of proposed Zoning Ordinance text amendments and answered 
questions from the Board. The Board asked that the public hearing be scheduled for the February 19 
meeting.  

Public Comment 
Sidney Finkle of Fairview provided the Board with a subdivision plat from 1925 off Clay Street. He 
expressed concern about the County’s Planning and Legal Department interpretations of the Subdivision 
Ordinance and asked the Board to review their interpretations as well as the Subdivision Ordinance for 
inconsistencies.  

Adjourn 
The meeting was adjourned at 10:38 a.m. 
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