
Buncombe County Planning Board 
January 22, 2018 

The Buncombe County Planning Board met on January 22, 2018 in the meeting room at 30 Valley Street.  
Members present were Gene Bell, Nancy Waldrop, David Rittenberg, Thad Lewis, Robert Martin, Dusty 
Pless, and Joan Walker. Also present were Brandon Freeman, Staff Attorney; and Nathan Pennington, 
Gillian Phillips, and Shannon Capezzali, Planning staff.   

Call to Order 
Gene Bell called the meeting to order at 9:30 am. 

Approval of Agenda  
Gene Bell requested that the stormwater and erosion discussion be moved to the front of the agenda. 
Thad Lewis made a motion to amend the agenda. The motion was seconded by Joan Walker and passed 
unanimously.  

Approval of Minutes (December 18, 2017) 
Joan Walker made a motion to approve the December 18, 2017 meeting minutes. The motion was 
seconded by Dusty Pless and passed unanimously.  

Discussion 
Mike Goodson with the Buncombe County Stormwater Department provided information about the 
Stormwater Ordinance and answered questions from the Board. Doug Sharp, Erosion Control Officer, 
provided information about the Erosion Control Ordinance and answered questions from the Board.  

Public Hearing – Zoning Map Amendment: 
ZPH2017-00089: Heath White of Zen Tubing applied to rezone one (1) parcel identified as tax lot PIN 

9635-14-5473 (1648 Brevard Rd) which is currently zoned Residential Low-Density (R-LD) to Commercial 

Service (CS). 

Nathan Pennington presented the rezoning application (Attachment A) and staff recommendations 
(Attachment B). The Planning Department recommended denial of the rezoning request as it represents 
a spot zoning and is inconsistent with the Comprehensive Land Use Plan. Heath White, the owner of Zen 
Tubing, presented the application and answered questions from the Board. Gene Bell opened the 
meeting to public comment. Melissa Ager, a representative from UNCA which owns property across 
Brevard Road from the subject property, provided information about the Sandy Bottom Nature 
Preserve, its ecological importance, and the impact that increased commercial activity in the area would 
cause.  

Gene Bell closed the public comment period. Joan Walker made a motion to deny the request as it is 
inconsistent with the Buncombe County Land Use Plan, contains steep slope areas, represents a spot 
zoning, and is within the Floodway. The motion to recommend denial was seconded by Robert Martin. 
The denial recommendation was approved 4 to 3. The following members voted to recommend denial: 
Robert Martin, Joan Walker, Gene Bell, and Nancy Waldrop. The following members voted to 
recommend approval: Thad Lewis, Dusty Pless, and David Rittenberg. 

Public Hearing – Subdivision Variance: 
SUB2017-00578: Dan Fiore of Sleppy LLC applied for a variance from Section 70-67(2)(e)(1) Minimum 

pavement width of the Buncombe County Land Development and Subdivision Ordinance to allow for a 



reduction in pavement width in order to develop one additional lot in Fernstone Village Subdivision on 

tax lot PIN 9689-84-5080 (19 Viera Dr). 

Thad Lewis made a motion to continue the variance request to the February 5 Planning Board meeting 
as four-fifths of the Board was not present. The motion was seconded by David Rittenberg and passed 
unanimously.  

Subdivision Review: 
SUB2017-00577: Dan Fiore of Sleppy LLC applied for major subdivision approval for one additional lot in 

the major subdivision identified as Fernstone Village and located on tax lot PIN 9689-84-5080 (19 Viera 

Dr). 

The subdivision review was continued to the February 5 Planning Board meeting. 

Public Comment 
Brandon Freeman, County attorney, clarified information about staff’s communications with Mr. Finkle, 
which was discussed at a previous meeting regarding the recombination of previously platted 
subdivisions. Gillian Phillips provided information about the Subdivision Ordinance and State Statutes 
and the exemption from subdivision regulations.  

Adjourn 
The meeting was adjourned at 10:57 a.m. 
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