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Meeting Agenda

1. Buncombe 2043 Comprehensive Plan Process

2. The Plan

3. Revisions Requested at Joint Work Session

4. Request for Endorsement



Buncombe 2043 Comprehensive Plan



Adoption Process
• To maintain consistency during the adoption

process, the Public Hearing Draft will not be
modified during this timeframe.

• Any requested changes endorsed by the Board
of Commissioners or Planning Board will be
tracked and documented in a series of
memoranda.

• Following adoption by the Board of
Commissioners, the Plan will be updated with
all final adopted edits and transmitted to
County Planning & Development Staff.

Joint Work Session of the 
Board of Commissioners 
and Planning Board
Completed

April 19, 2023

Planning Board Hearing

May 2, 2023

Board of Commissioners 
Hearing

May 16, 2023



Purpose of the 2043 Comprehensive Plan



1: Plan Process



Plan Process



Public Engagement Stats
Meetings and Engagement

18 in-person, drop-in, 
or virtual meetings

95 intercept events at 
places such as schools or 
universities, festivals, or 
community markets

81 board and 
committee meetings

Outcomes

157,673 inputs 
were submitted

5,233 responses 
received across all 
phases 



2: The Plan





Planning Topics 
and Equity Lens



Plan Framework



Vision Themes



Goals
• Growth, Equity, and Conservation
• Transportation and Connectivity
• Farms, Forests, and Environmental 

Conservation
• Economic Development, Education, 

and Jobs 
• Health and Recreation
• Hazards and Resilience
• Infrastructure and Energy



Policies Total Number of 
Policies: 35



Actions Total Number of 
Actions: 41

Comp Plan 
provides inventory 
of actions for 
future Strategic 
Plan updates



New Planning Tools: 
GEC Map 



New Planning Tools: Identifying and 
Evaluating Equity Opportunity Areas

STEP 1:

STEP 2:

STEP 3: Staff Report on Rezoning Case 
Including Results of Step 1 & 2 
Evaluations 

Intended Outcome: 
Will incorporate equity as a key consideration 
when reviewing legislatively approved 
development proposals, such as rezonings.



New Planning 
Tools: Small 

Area Planning



Implementation: 
Performance 

Metrics



Implementation
Taking Action

Regulatory and Guideline 
Updates

Capital Investments and 
Funding Programs

Further Planning Efforts 
and Initiatives Partnership Opportunities

Chapter Actions
Growth, Equity, and Conservation 9
Transportation and Connectivity 5

Farms, Forests, and Environmental Conservation 3

Economic Development, Education, and Jobs 6
Health and Recreation 8
Hazards and Resilience 5
Infrastructure and Energy 5

TOTAL       41



3: Requested 
Revisions from 

Joint Work 
Session



Revise GEC 
Map Color 

Palette
• Changing color 

palette of Mixed Use 
I, Mixed Use II, and 
Walkable Destination 
Center to increase 
contrast and better 
differentiate the 
colors



Add Action to Support Development of 
Renewable Energy Storage Infrastructure 

• New bullet under Infrastructure and Energy Actions, Action 2 (pages 
197-198): 

• Support existing and emerging technologies for Energy 
Storage Systems (ESS), such as battery storage and microgrid 
technologies, to maximize effectiveness of renewable energy 
installations, reduce peak energy demand costs, and provide 
increased reliability and resilience due to grid disturbances. 



Add Clarification for Conservation 
Subdivisions and Easements 

• Add the following sentence to the Rural Community land use category 
in the Growth, Equity, and Conservation chapter on page 56: 

• A conservation subdivision should not be confused with a 
conservation easement, which is defined in the Glossary of 
Planning Terms on page 207 as a “voluntary legal agreement 
applying to a specific parcel of land between a landowner 
and a land trust or government agency that permanently 
limits the uses allowed on the land in order to protect natural 
areas from development disturbance.”



Request for 
Endorsement



Adoption Process
• To maintain consistency during the adoption

process, the Public Hearing Draft will not be
modified during this timeframe.

• Any requested changes endorsed by the Board
of Commissioners or Planning Board will be
tracked and documented in a series of
memoranda.

• Following adoption by the Board of
Commissioners, the Plan will be updated with
all final adopted edits and transmitted to
County Planning & Development Staff.

Joint Work Session of the 
Board of Commissioners 
and Planning Board
Completed

April 19, 2023

Planning Board Hearing

May 2, 2023

Board of Commissioners 
Hearing

May 16, 2023
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