
Placeholder for 
Cenzontle slides

2/8/2022



Placeholder for 
Cenzontle slides

2/8/2022



Placeholder for 
Cenzontle slides

2/8/2022



Placeholder for 
Cenzontle slides

2/8/2022



2/8/2022

Después de iniciar la reunión
de zoom, haga clic en el icono
de "participantes" en la parte

debajo de la ventana

En la lista de "participantes" en el lado
derecho de la pagina de zoom, coloque el
cursor sobre su nombre y haga clic en el

botón "cambiar nombre".

1

2

• Escriba "SP" detras de su
nombre para mostrar que 
desea ir a grupos en
español. Haga clic en
"Aceptar”

3

(SP)



The live meeting will begin momentarily.

¡Bienvenidxs!   Welcome!   добро пожаловать! 

https://youtu.be/UtzVZLxTQIY

https://youtu.be/UtzVZLxTQIY


Please register to 
receive updates!

https://engage.buncombecounty.org/G5773

2/8/2022



Zoom Poll
What is your favorite winter activity in Buncombe County? Answer in 
the Zoom Poll when the window appears.
• Hiking
• Skiing or snow tubing
• Polar plunge
• Sitting by the fire with a hot drink
• Drinking coffee in a local coffee shop
• Taking advantage of the Blue Ridge Parkway when it's closed to cars
• Other?

2/8/2022



Zoom Poll

2/8/2022

Why did you join this meeting? Answer in the Zoom Poll when the window 
appears. 

1. I want to be helpful to the planning process 
2. I have ideas to share about the future of Buncombe County 
3. I am skeptical of the planning process 
4. I am curious about the future of Buncombe County 
5. Something else



Presented by

COMPREHENSIVE PLAN
Community Engagement Window #1

Creating the Vision and Goals



Meeting Overview 
1. Comprehensive planning in Buncombe County

2. What trends and influences could affect Buncombe’s future?

3. Hearing from you!
a. What are your thoughts about Buncombe today?
b. What are your ideas or hopes for Buncombe’s future?
c. What places would you like to protect, grow, change, or replicate?
d. Ask any question you have from our planning team.

4. How can you stay involved?
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• 12:00 PM – 1:00 PM 
• Introduction (10 minutes)
• Polling Activity (35 minutes)
• Planning Influences Presentation (15 minutes)

• 1:00 PM – 2:00 PM 
• Breakout Room Discussions

• Priorities and Actions Activity & Discussion (30 minutes)
• Mapping Activity Review and Questions (30 minutes) 

2/8/2022

Meeting Overview 



1. Identify the community’s issues, 
needs, wants, and ideas                      
(Our current focus)

2. Develop the Plan which creates the 
vision, strategies, and goals

3. Use the adopted Plan to direct 
decisions about budgets, priorities, 
regulations, and further planning

What are the steps?



• Guide future other Plans, including Small 
Area Plans for neighborhoods

• Guide budget decisions

• Direct changes to ordinances, regulations, 
and policies

• Create opportunities for new local and 
regional collaboration, and pursuing 
Federal and State funds

What can the Plan do?



2043 
Comprehensive 

Plan

and others…  

Community Plans into One Policy Guide



• Buncombe residents, including youth

• Stakeholder groups

• Plan Steering Committee

• Planning Board

• Board of Commissioners

• Technical Advisory Committee

• County Project Team

Who is involved?



Planning Phases



Priority Planning Topics Identified
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POLLING ACTIVITY
What are your overall impressions of 

Buncombe County today?
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Polling Activity
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• Link is in the chat to participate.
• Scroll down and click “Poll”
• First, we will walk through the 

questions together. 
• After we review the questions together, 

you will have 30 minutes to complete 
the polling activity. 

• When the 30 minutes are up, we will 
return to review the live results of the 
poll together. 



Please complete the polling 
activity during this time.

https://engage.buncombecounty.org/Y4853
We will return in 30 minutes at 00:00 to share the poll results and 

continue the presentation. 

Please write to us in the chat if you have any questions. 
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PLANNING INFLUENCES
What trends and influences could affect 

Buncombe’s future?
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POPULATION TRENDS
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Buncombe County, NC
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Population Growth by Decade
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Buncombe’s 2020 Population: 269,452
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Population Growth by Decade

56%
of residents live in unincorporated areas2020 U.S. Census
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Total Population: 206,330 Total Population: 269,452

81% White

6% Black or African American

7% Two or more races

6% Some other race

89% White

7% Black or African American

1% Two or more races

2% Some other race

Population Change by Race

2020 U.S. Census
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2000, 2010, and 2020 U.S. Census

2000 20202010

2.8% 6.0% 8.1%

Population Change by Ethnicity



2020 Population
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2020 Census

1 dot = 100 people

2020 Buncombe County 
Total Population

269,452



2000 Population Density
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2000 Census



2010 Population Density
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2010 Census



2020 Population Density
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2020 Census



Projected Population Growth
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Low Projection, 2045

High Projection, 2045

83,000+

55,000+
100,000
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Woods & Poole (2021) Land of Sky MPO (2020)

69,000

French Broad MPO



HOUSING & COMMERCIAL 
DEVELOPMENT TRENDS
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New Housing Construction 
(2013-November 2021)

2/8/2022

Buncombe County Building Permit Data, permits issued and certificate of 
occupancy issued, reported through November 16, 2021. Unincorporated 
areas only.

4,511 single-family homes
358 townhouses

1,511 manufactured homes
575 modular homes/duplexes
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New Housing Construction
(2013-November 2021)

Multifamily Residential
121 permits

2,688 apartment units

Buncombe County Building Permit Data, permits issued and certificate of 
occupancy issued, reported through November 16, 2021. Unincorporated 
areas only.
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Buncombe County Building Permit Data, permits issued and certificate of occupancy 
issued, reported through November 16, 2021. Unincorporated areas only.

New Commercial Construction
338 permits

2.45 million square feet

New Commercial Construction
(2013-November 2021)



Canopy MLS / Asheville Area

Median Home Sales
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Housing Costs
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2019 ACS (5-year estimates)

Percentage Household Rent Greater than 30% of Household Income

2006-2010

52.9% 54.7% 56.6%

2010-2014 2015-2019

54.0% 55.7% 52.0%

BUNCOMBE COUNTY

NORTH CAROLINA
Number of renter 

households who pay 
more than 30% of 

income for rent

19,075



VULNERABILITY
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CDC Social Vulnerability Index
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Language & Minority 
Status

Housing Type & 
Transportation

Socioeconomic 
Factors

Household 
Composition & 
Disability



TRANSPORTATION & 
COMMUTING
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Commuting Patterns
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US Census On the Map



Commuting 
Time
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48.7%

0 to 10
miles

26.4%

10 to 24
miles

The mean travel time to 
work is about 20 minutes 
for workers employed in 

Buncombe County.

7.7%

25 to 50
miles

17.3%

50+ 
miles

US Census On the Map, 2019

Commuting 
Distance

75%                       
of workers



Transportation Planning Challenges
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limited
funding
sources

slow project
development

process

limited
land use & 

transport policies

limited
multimodal

options

~69k + people
in 24 years

increased
services & shopping

increased
job growth

increased
vehicle trips

limited land
to expand or build 

roads



NATURAL ASSETS, 
SUSTAINABILITY, 
RECREATION, & 

HEALTH
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Flora and Fauna
Major wildlife corridors, biodiversity and 
protected species, tree canopy

Scenic Vistas
Protection of public viewsheds

Natural Assets



2/8/202212/15/
2021

Water Resources

Water Resources 
Drinking water supply
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Open Space & Recreation
GREENWAYS &
TRAILS

PROTECTED 
OPEN SPACE

PARKS

BLUEWAYS
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Working Lands

7k
acres

12/15/
2021

SUPPORTING
FARMERS

STEWARDSHIP

GROWTH & 
DECLINE

AGRICULTURAL 
PRESERVATION

7k
acres

Farmland 
Preservation 
Priorities

Higher

Lower
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Sustainability

Buncombe County Renewable Energy Plan: reach 
100% renewable energy for the community by 2042

Planning for Holistic Sustainability

If no action is taken, only 8.1% of the community’s 
electrical supply will come from renewable energies 
by 2042

Environment

Economy

Community



Community Health
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Buncombe County Priority #1: 
Mental Health

Buncombe County Priority #2: 
Maternal/Birth Outcomes & Infant Mortality



HAZARD MITIGATION 
& RESILIENCE
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Hazard Mitigation and Resilience
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Resilience

Hazard Mitigation

Hazards

Integration into 
Comprehensive Plan



Commercial Property and Flooding Example
Hazard Vulnerability: Flood Risk
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13% of all commercial properties have 
high vulnerability and risk to flooding



BREAKOUT ROOM ACTIVITIES
• What are your goals for Buncombe's future?
• What places would you like to protect, grow, change, or replicate?

https://engage.buncombecounty.org/C7441

2/8/2022

https://engage.buncombecounty.org/C7441
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