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"Today on Tuneteenth, the day we celebrate
the end. of slavery, the day we memorialize those
who offered ue hope for the future and the day
whew we renew our commitment Yo the strugale fov
freedom "-Angela Davis
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From the Ashes Cultural Arts & Counseling
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What is Juneteenth?

On June 19, 1865, Union soldiers arrived in Texas, bringing news that the Civil War had ended and to enforce Lincoln’s
Emancipation Proclamation, issued two and a half years earlier. The news galvanized African-Americans across Texas.
Some celebrated, others left to find family members from whom they had been separated, and still others continued
fighting to free themselves from white landowners who did not want to accept the proclamation. In Asheville, African-
Americans claimed their freedom on April 28, 1865, when Union cavalry arrived in the region. Today, June 19th is

recognized across the nation as a holiday to celebrate and uplift African-Americans everywhere.

Who's who on the coloring page?

©

Learn more about these local luminaries of the Black community. . .

Tempie Avery (c.1823 - 1917)

Tempie (also spelled Tempe or Tempy) was an enslaved
woman to a large landowner in Buncombe County. After the
Civil War, Tempie continued to work for that same family,
delivering and caring for their children and grandchildren. In
return for her service to this family, Tempie was given several
lots on land in Montford which she passed on to her
descendants when she died in 1917.

Andrea Clark

A prominent photographer, Andrea came to Asheville in her

20s to live with her father James Howard Clark, son of James

Vester Miller. Many of her photographs are candid images of
the neighborhood known as East End.

Clifford W. Cotton II1

The grandson of local civil rights leader and entrepreneur
E.W. Pearson, Cliff attended Stephens-Lee High School where
he participated in the marching band. He was part of several

local bands and after college he worked as a professional

musician playing with famous artists such as the Temptations.

Isaac Dickson (1839 - 1919)

Dickson moved to Asheville with his family in 1870. He was an
enterprising businessman and property owner in the East
End-Valley Street neighborhood of the city and was the first
Black man to have a seat on the school committee of the board
of aldermen. He is the namesake of Isaac Dickson Elementary
School.

Sarah Gudger (1816 - 1938)

Born on September 15,1816, Sarah Gudger was enslaved in the
Swannanoa Valley until after the Civil War. In 1937, at the age
of 121, Sarah gave an interview detailing her life and that of
her parents. You can read more about her at

www.history.swannanoavalleymuseum.org/sarah-gudger/

Roy Harris

Born in 1950, in Sladesville, NC, Roy would go on to have a
career as a manufacturing engineer upon his graduation from
North Carolina A&T State University. After retiring in 1983,
Roy came to Asheville to live in Southside where he has
become an active community member and leader, historian,
and renowned storyteller.

<
Rev. John Hayes (1942-2021)

An ordained minister and former President of the Asheville
NAACP chapter, John was known to many as Elder Hayes. He
had a morning Gospel program on WBMU-FM radio and later

WRAQ-AM and was the former director of the Hillcrest
Enrichment Program. One of his most well-known and
beloved programs is the Hillcrest High-Steppin’ Marquette &
Drum Corps, or the Hillcrest High Steppers.

Irene Hendrick (1899 - 1992)

Irene Hendrick was employed as a head librarian by the City
of Asheville in 1926 to organize the city’s first Black library,
which opened in April 1927. During her time there she created
a safe community space and developed a collection that
featured African American authors and subjects relevant to

her patrons.

Minnie Jones (1934 - 2015)

Moving to Asheville in the 1960s, Minnie continued her work
as an activist that had begun while working with Dr. Martin
Luther King, Jr. in Alabama. She was an advocate for
underprivileged and underrepresented communities in
Buncombe County, founding and initiating several health and
legal services to serve those populations. She is the namesake
of the Minnie Jones Center.

James Vester Miller (1860 - 1940)

A master brick mason and building contractor in Asheville,
James was born in Rutherfordton, NC, the son of an enslaved
mother. After emancipation, his family moved to Asheville,
where he learned his trade. You can see his buildings on the
James Vester Miller Walking Trail.

E.W. Pearson Sr. (1872 - 1946)

Pearson was an African American entrepreneur, Buffalo
Soldier and Spanish American War veteran, civil rights leader,
and pioneering sports enthusiast. He moved to Asheville in
1906, where he became known as the "Black Mayor of West
Asheville". In 1916, Pearson formed the Asheville Royal Giants,
Asheville's first Black semi-professional baseball team.

BUNCOMBE COUNTY




Want to learn more?

Further reading and listening about Juneteenth and the history of African-Americans in North Carolina:

¢

Watch & Listen Online:

“What is Juneteenth?” by Henry Louis Gates, Jr.,
PBS.org
Juneteenth Digital Toolkit, National Museum of
African American History and Culture,
nmaahc.si.edu/juneteenth-digital-toolkit
Interviews from the Library of Congress’s
American Folk Life Center about Juneteenth
o Wallace Quarterman, Fort Frederica, St.
Simons Island, Georgia, June 1935
o Uncle Billy McCrea, Jasper, Texas, 1940
o Aunt Harriet Smith, Hempstead, Texas, 1941
o Laura Smalley, Hempstead, Texas, 1941 (part 1
of 5)
o Laura Smalley, Hempstead, Texas, 1941 (part 4
of 5)

Books For Kids:

All Different Now: Juneteenth: the first day of
freedom, by Angela Johnson

Celebrating Juneteenth, by Jody Jensen Shaffer
A Flag for Juneteenth, by Kim Taylor

Free At Last: aJuneteenth poem, by Sojourner
Kincaid Rolle

Juneteenth, by Lisa L. Crayton

Juneteenth, by R.J. Bailey

Juneteenth, by Julie Murray

Juneteenth, by Kevin P. Winn

Juneteenth for Mazie, by Floyd Cooper
Juneteenth : our day of freedom, by Sharon Dennis
Wyeth

The Juneteenth Story: celebrating the end of
slaveryin the United States, by Alliah L. Agostini
Opal Lee and What It Means to be Free: the true
story of the grandmother of Juneteenth, by Alice
Faye Duncan

The Real History of Juneteenth, by Elliott Smith
What is Juneteenth? by Kirsti Jewell

BUNCOMBE COUNTY

o
Books For Adults:

Envisioning emancipation : Black Americans and the
end of slavery, by Deborah Willis

On Juneteenth, by Annette Gordon-Reed
Watermelon & Red Birds: a cookbook for Juneteenth
and Black Celebrations, by Nicole A. Taylor

Local and Regional History:

“Juneteenth: remembering Asheville’s slaves in their
own words,” by Elizabeth Anne Brown, Asheville
Citizen-Times,June 19,2019
Life Beneath The Veneer: The Black Community in
Asheville, North Carolina from 1793 to 1900, by
Darin Waters
When All God’s Children Get Together: A
Celebration of the Lives and Music of African
American People in Far Western North Carolina, by
Ann Miller Woodford
The Free Negro in North Carolina, 1790-1860, by
John Hope Franklin
Reconstruction’s Ragged Edge: The Politics of
Postwar Life in the Southern Mountains, by Steven E.
Nash
Appalachians and Race: The Mountain South from
Slavery to Segregation, ed. By John C. Inscoe
Race, War, and Remembrance in the Appalachian
South, by John C. Inscoe
We Lived in a Little Cabin in the Yard, ed. By Belinda
Hurmence
North Carolina Slave Narratives: the lives of Moses
Roper, Lunsford Lane, Moses Grandy, & Thomas H.
Jones, ed. by William W. Andrews
Sarah Gudger's Journey to Freedom, by Katherine
Calhoun Cutshall and Catherine Amos
The Black Asheville History Project, Buncombe
County Special Collections at Pack Memorial Library
History Harvest : the Black Asheville History Project:
ask your elders roundtable, Buncombe County
Special Collections at Pack Memorial Library
Library of Congress Slave Narratives from the
Federal Writers' Project, 1936 to 1938

o North Carolina, Part 1: Adams — Hunter

o North Carolina, Part 2: Jackson - Yellerday

Visit buncombecounty.org/library and specialcollections.buncombecounty.org to find these books and more.


https://packlibraryncroom.com/blackavlhistoryproject/
https://packlibraryncroom.com/blackavlhistoryproject/
https://buncombe.nccardinal.org/eg2/en-US/staff/catalog/record/13545957?org=111&limit=10&sort=pubdate.descending&query=juneteenth&fieldClass=keyword&joinOp=&matchOp=contains&dateOp=is&excludeElectronic=true
https://www.pbs.org/wnet/african-americans-many-rivers-to-cross/history/what-is-juneteenth/
https://www.loc.gov/item/afc1935001_afs00342b/?loclr=blogflt
https://www.loc.gov/item/afc1940003_afs03975a/?loclr=blogflt
https://www.loc.gov/item/afc1941016_afs05499b/?loclr=blogflt
https://www.loc.gov/item/afc1941016_afs05496a/?loclr=blogflt
https://www.loc.gov/item/afc1941016_afs05497b/?loclr=blogflt
https://buncombe.nccardinal.org/eg/opac/record/11879988?locg=111;detail_record_view=1;page=0;sort=pubdate.descending;query=north%20carolina%20african-americans
https://buncombe.nccardinal.org/eg/opac/record/11879988?locg=111;detail_record_view=1;page=0;sort=pubdate.descending;query=north%20carolina%20african-americans
https://buncombe.nccardinal.org/eg/opac/record/11879988?locg=111;detail_record_view=1;page=0;sort=pubdate.descending;query=north%20carolina%20african-americans
https://buncombe.nccardinal.org/eg/opac/record/11879988?locg=111;detail_record_view=1;page=0;sort=pubdate.descending;query=north%20carolina%20african-americans
https://buncombe.nccardinal.org/eg/opac/record/11879988?locg=111;detail_record_view=1;page=0;sort=pubdate.descending;query=north%20carolina%20african-americans
https://buncombe.nccardinal.org/eg/opac/record/11879988?locg=111;detail_record_view=1;page=0;sort=pubdate.descending;query=north%20carolina%20african-americans
https://buncombe.nccardinal.org/eg/opac/record/11879988?locg=111;detail_record_view=1;page=0;sort=pubdate.descending;query=north%20carolina%20african-americans
https://buncombe.nccardinal.org/eg/opac/record/11879988?locg=111;detail_record_view=1;page=0;sort=pubdate.descending;query=north%20carolina%20african-americans
https://buncombe.nccardinal.org/eg/opac/record/11879988?locg=111;detail_record_view=1;page=0;sort=pubdate.descending;query=north%20carolina%20african-americans
https://buncombe.nccardinal.org/eg/opac/record/11879988?locg=111;detail_record_view=1;page=0;sort=pubdate.descending;query=north%20carolina%20african-americans
https://buncombe.nccardinal.org/eg/opac/record/11879988?locg=111;detail_record_view=1;page=0;sort=pubdate.descending;query=north%20carolina%20african-americans
https://buncombe.nccardinal.org/eg/opac/record/11879988?locg=111;detail_record_view=1;page=0;sort=pubdate.descending;query=north%20carolina%20african-americans
https://buncombe.nccardinal.org/eg/opac/record/11879988?locg=111;detail_record_view=1;page=0;sort=pubdate.descending;query=north%20carolina%20african-americans
https://buncombe.nccardinal.org/eg/opac/record/11879988?locg=111;detail_record_view=1;page=0;sort=pubdate.descending;query=north%20carolina%20african-americans
https://buncombe.nccardinal.org/eg/opac/record/11879988?locg=111;detail_record_view=1;page=0;sort=pubdate.descending;query=north%20carolina%20african-americans
https://buncombe.nccardinal.org/eg/opac/record/11879988?locg=111;detail_record_view=1;page=0;sort=pubdate.descending;query=north%20carolina%20african-americans
https://buncombe.nccardinal.org/eg/opac/record/11879988?locg=111;detail_record_view=1;page=0;sort=pubdate.descending;query=north%20carolina%20african-americans
https://buncombe.nccardinal.org/eg/opac/record/11879988?locg=111;detail_record_view=1;page=0;sort=pubdate.descending;query=north%20carolina%20african-americans
https://buncombe.nccardinal.org/eg/opac/record/11879988?locg=111;detail_record_view=1;page=0;sort=pubdate.descending;query=north%20carolina%20african-americans
https://buncombe.nccardinal.org/eg/opac/record/11879988?locg=111;detail_record_view=1;page=0;sort=pubdate.descending;query=north%20carolina%20african-americans
https://buncombe.nccardinal.org/eg/opac/record/11879988?locg=111;detail_record_view=1;page=0;sort=pubdate.descending;query=north%20carolina%20african-americans
https://buncombe.nccardinal.org/eg/opac/record/11879988?locg=111;detail_record_view=1;page=0;sort=pubdate.descending;query=north%20carolina%20african-americans
https://buncombe.nccardinal.org/eg/opac/record/11879988?locg=111;detail_record_view=1;page=0;sort=pubdate.descending;query=north%20carolina%20african-americans
https://buncombe.nccardinal.org/eg/opac/record/11879988?locg=111;detail_record_view=1;page=0;sort=pubdate.descending;query=north%20carolina%20african-americans
https://buncombe.nccardinal.org/eg/opac/record/11879988?locg=111;detail_record_view=1;page=0;sort=pubdate.descending;query=north%20carolina%20african-americans
https://buncombe.nccardinal.org/eg/opac/record/11879988?locg=111;detail_record_view=1;page=0;sort=pubdate.descending;query=north%20carolina%20african-americans
https://www.loc.gov/collections/slave-narratives-from-the-federal-writers-project-1936-to-1938/about-this-collection/
https://www.loc.gov/item/mesn111/
https://www.loc.gov/item/mesn112/

c Juneteenth Crossword Puzzleo

Down:
1. This businessman and
community leader has a local
2 elementary school named after him.

3. We celebrate Juneteenth on the
day of June.

4. E.W. Pearson Sr. formed
Asheville's first Black semi-

professional baseball team, the
Asheville Royal

5. This local brick mason and
building contractor has a walking

trail named after him.

6. Sarah gave an interview

. on the realities of her and her

18

family's lives under slavery at the
age of 121.

11

7. Deborah Willis wrote a book titled

Envisioning : Black

13 14 Americans and the End of Slavery

11. You can watch a video where

local community members discuss
what Juneteenth means to them on

15 16

17

14. The Union cavalry arrived in

Asheville on 28,1865.

18 15. Tempie Avery passed down land

descendants.

19

20

20. This local librarian organized

Asheville's first Black library.

Across:
2. Kim Taylor wrote a book for children called A ____ for Juneteenth.

8. Photographer Andrea Clark captured photos of life in the neighborhood.

9. Musician Clifford W. Cotton I1I played with famous musical group The

10. Southside community leader, historian, and storyteller Roy Harris had a career as an

12. Local artist Heather drew the coloring sheet in this activity pack.

13.Juneteenth is held on the day when Union soldiers arrived with news of the Emancipation
Proclamation in which state?

16. If you want to learn more about Sarah Gudger, you can read Sarah Gudger's Journey to

17. This local activist created health and legal services for underprivileged and underserved
communities in Buncombe County.

18. On Juneteenth, we celebrate the end of

19. Rev. John Hayes created the __
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I #+ Color aJuneteenth Flag -

Activist Ben Haith created the first version of the Juneteenth flag in 1997 in collaboration with
illustrator Lisa Jeanne Graf and other artists. Over the years, the flag has been updated, with the
version we use today completed in 2007. There are many symbols on the flag.

o

<

Colors
The colors of the Juneteenth flag are red, white, and
blue, the same as the American flag. This is to remind
us that people enslaved in the United States were
Americans, as are their descendants.

The top portion of the flag above the arc is blue. The
portion below the arc is red. The star and burst are

Five-pointed star
The star has two meanings. It represents both Texas,
where Juneteenth has its origins, and the freedom of
all African-Americans across the United States.

Arc

The arc symbolizes a new horizon, new opportunities,
and the promise of a better future.

white.
Date
Burst The date signifies the day when Union troops arrived
The burst symbolizes a new beginning for enslaved in Galveston, Texas to enforce the Emancipation
people in the United States. Proclamation.
o 3

To read more about the Juneteenth flag, visit oshr.nc.gov/juneteenth.
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What does Juneteenth mean to you?

In 2020, Buncombe County community members answered this question
in a YouTube video. Hear their stories here:
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Short version: Full version:
youtu.be/6¢c5SaMDduHg youtu.be/uSYMKUWWXsS8
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