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Application Form

INSTRUCTIONS
As part of the FY2021 Strategic Partnership Grants program, Buncombe County requests proposals for community-
based projects working toward outcomes in alignment with Strategic Plan focus areas.

Please refer to the Grant Guidelines published on the Strategic Partnership Grants website at 
buncombecounty.org/grants for complete information about the grant program, including: Purpose; Funding; 
Eligibility; Timeline; Grant writing workshop; Review process; Awards; and more.

Applications are due by 5:00 on February 14, 2020.

BASIC INFORMATION
BASIC INFORMATION – Before completing the application, please tell us a little about the request.

Project Name* 
Skyview Open: Annual PRO/AM Golf Tournament

Strategy* 
Recognizing that some projects will use more than one strategy, select the strategy that most closely applies to this 
project:

 Environmental Stewardship - High quality air, water, farmland and renewable energy for future 
generations

 Educated & Capable Community - A county where all people thrive and demonstrate resilience 
throughout their lives

 Vibrant Economy - A robust and sustainable economy that builds on homegrown  industries/talent and 
provides economic mobility for all

 Resident Well-Being - A county where residents are safe, healthy, and engaged in their community

Vibrant Economy

Funding Request* 
How much funding is this project requesting for FY2021?

$10,000.00

http://www.buncombecounty.org/grants
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Grant Guidelines* 
Have you read and understand the information presented in the FY2021 Grant Guidelines Strategic Partnership 
Grants?

Click here for the Grant Guidelines.

If no, please contact County staff to request assistance: Rachael Nygaard, (828) 250-6536 or 
rachael.nygaard@buncombecounty.org.

Yes

Nonprofit Status* 
Upload proof of nonprofit status, such as IRS Determination Letter or documentation from the North Carolina 
Secretary of State. If this documentation is not available, briefly state the reason.

Skyview 990.pdf
Recent 990 is attached.

Board of Directors* 
Upload a current list of your organization’s Board of Directors. If your organization does not have a board of 
directors, briefly state the reason.

Skyview board list.pdf
List is attached.

APPLICATION
APPLICATION QUESTIONS – Responses to these questions will be scored by the grant committee. Each question 
is worth 10% of the final score.

Organization* 
Tell us about your organization. What is your mission? Highlight two or three key facts and accomplishments that 
best define your organization.

The Skyview Golf Association was founded and incorporated in 1960 as a not for profit organization in an 
effort to promote golf competition among African American golfers throughout the United States. The first 
tournament had 50 golfers, and the largest tournament was in 1975 when 254 golfers participated. Today, 
Skyview is one of the largest tournaments in the Southeast. Golfers have come from Tennessee, Washington, 
DC, Pennsylvania, Illinois, New York, New Jersey, Maryland, California, Texas, Michigan, Florida, Ohio, 
Louisiana, Georgia, Hawaii, South Carolina, North Carolina, Nevada, Arizona and internationally from Canada 
and Bermuda to participate in the PRO/AM tournament. Numerous nationally known African American 
celebrities and golf professionals have participated in the Skyview Open, such as Lee Edler, Jim Dent, Jim and 
Chuck Thorpe, John Brooks Dendy and even World Boxing Champion, Joe Louis, to name a few.

https://www.buncombecounty.org/common/community-investment/grants/strategic-partnership/grant-guidelines.pdf
mailto:rachael.nygaard@buncombecounty.org
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Need for the Project* 
What is the main issue this project is established to address? What data or qualitative factors/stories are available 
to show that need?

Our tournament began in 1960 as an effort to promote golf competition among African American golfers 
and to serve a a stepping stone for superior golfers to join the Professional Golf Association. We are the oldest 
African American golf tournament in North Carolina, South Carolina and Tennessee. In 1960, competition 
became integrated to an all-inclusive tournament.  Since the inception, the tournament has evolved and has 
grown consistently every year.  Golf enthusiasts from the US, Canada and Bermuda have participated in this 
tournament. The tournament has an impact on local economy to include hotel/motel usage, restaurants, retail 
sales, cultural venues. Skyview will submit an annual report outlining the number of participants and the 
estimated impact on local economy.

Project* 
Explain the project and how it will work. Include the overall purpose and any models or evidence-based practices 
that will be included. What specific activities and milestones are included in the project plan? 

Skyview Golf Association will hold its 61st annual golf tournament in July 2020. It will be held at the 
Asheville Municipal Golf Course. This tournament has been in a period of growth over the past several years 
and is projected to draw participating golfers and their family members from throughout the country. 
Skyview has experienced a substantial comeback in membership, participants, players, guests and sponsors. 
In 2019, the tournament attracted national pro golfers and renowned amateurs. Based on the very 
encouraging responses of those present and the outreach to major golf manufacturers and pro level golf 
promoters, a real resurgence is enough to carry the Skyview Open to new heights unimaginable in a new day 
and new way.

People Served* 
How many people will be served by this project? Describe the people served, including demographics such as 
geography, income, race & ethnicity, age, etc.

In 2020, the tournament is projected to include about 150 golfers, including 90-110 amateurs and 50-60 
professionals. Visiting golfers and their families are projected to occupy 135 days of local hotel and motel 
spaces. The tournament is projected to attract 25% increase in sponsorships and a robust increase in gallery 
observers touring the golf course during the 3-day competition. Historically, the tournament began with a 
focus on African American golfers, and today the tournament includes golfers of all backgrounds. For the 
2019 tournament, there were 37 pro golfers and 87 amateur golfers.  Golfers and their family members came 
from Florida, Chicago, Maryland, Charlotte, Raleigh, Winston-Salem and other cities and counties. 

Results* 
What results do you hope to achieve with this project? Be specific about how much impact the project will have in 
line with Commissioner focus areas.

There will be a positive impact on the local economy based on out of town guests, including hotel/motel 
usage, restaurants, retail sales, cultural venues, etc. In 2019, hotel/motel usage was 63 days for pro golfers 
and 133 days for amateur golfers (based on golfers who traveled more than 70 miles).
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Evaluation* 
How will you know you have succeeded? Explain the project evaluation process, including specific measures that 
will be tracked.

Skyview will track data about the event including participants, including volume of amateur and 
professional golfers as well as and demographics such as profession and home zip code. Economic impact 
data will include out of town golfers, method of travel and hotel/motel nights. This information will be 
reported back to partners, sponsors and funders. Skyview conducts post event surveys to gather participant 
input.

Collaboration* 
List any formal and/or supportive partners. Describe their roles in the project. How will they make it stronger?

Skyview has cultivated local business sponsors such as Ingles Markets, Home Trust Bank, First Citizens 
Bank, Pepsi, The Foundry Hotel, PNC Bank and an array of small businesses and prominent 
individuals/community leaders. Golf industry sponsors include companies such as golf product 
manufacturers. Asheville-Buncombe Sports Commission is partner in helping reach outside markets for 
sports tourism. Media partners include television and print as well as Pope Golf who manages the golf course 
and assists with promotion. Asheville Regional Sports Authority is maintaining the social media and outreach 
activities.  Bonesteel Films has produced a documentary named Muni that spotlights the history of the 
relationship between the Municipal Golf Course and the Skyview Golf Association from the 1960s to present 
day.  This documentary will be rolled out in conjunction to with this year.

Budget* 
Download a copy of the budget form HERE. Complete the form, and upload it using the button below.

Explain how grant funds will be used, specifically what type of expenses will be covered by County funds. Describe 
other sources of revenue, including type of funding, source, restrictions and status.

Skyview Budget.xlsx
Buncombe County's grant will account for about a quarter of the total budget for Skyview, which is 

roughly $40,000. Other sources of funding include corporate and individual donations, participant fees, board 
contributions, membership dues, special event fees and brochure revenue.

Other County Funding* 
List all other Buncombe County funding that is provided to your organization. For each item, list the project being 
funded, amount of funding, source (grant, departmental contract, etc.) and whether funding is to be renewed for 
FY2021.

N/A

https://buncombecounty.org/common/community-investment/grants/early-childhood-education/FY21_SPGrant_Budget_Form.xlsx
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Sustainability* 
How will the project continue to succeed after the funding of the grant? Explain your plan for making this an 
ongoing effort.

New and additional efforts to raise funds include:
-Increase memberships
-Increase the number of golf participants
-Increase ad space in the souvenir booklet
-Increase the number of businesses, professional and business contacts
-Contact church leaders and save a history Asheville/Buncombe Negro Sports Association
-Attract a sponsor to offset expenses for a Pro golfer
-Continue pursing major golf companies
-Initiate a concerted effort in public housing and/or low income neighborhoods for golf, good 

sportsmanship youth
programs
-Initiate a long drive (down center) par three (3) closest to the hole contests
-Training program for golf rules, principles

OPTIONAL INFORMATION
OPTIONAL INFORMATION – This information will not impact grant scoring but will be helpful to the committee. 

Partial Funding 
If the project were to be offered a grant for partial funding, what factors would need to be considered? 

Resource Support 
Beyond this grant request, how can Buncombe County support your organization with this project and in 
strengthening your work?

Other 
Is there anything else that you want the committee to know?
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File Attachment Summary
Applicant File Uploads
•   Skyview 990.pdf
•   Skyview board list.pdf
•   Skyview Budget.xlsx
 







































Skyview Golf Association 

Lee Shepard 

Small Business Owner 

Billy E.P. Gardenhight 

Retired 

Mildred Carson - Nance 

Hospital Administrator 

Martha Gardenhight 

Social Worker 

Willie Robinson 

Manages Golf Course 

Charles Williams 

Retired - Taylor /nshramont 

Claude Young 

Retire - Dupont 

Ivey Walker 

Retired - Military 

Alvin McGahee 

Retire - Federal Government 

Board of Directors  

President 

Vice-President 

Treasurer 

Secretary 



Strategic Partnership Grants
Proposed FY2021 Project Budget (July 1, 2020 - June 30, 2021)

Organization Name: Skyview Golf Association
Project Name: Skyview Open: Annual PROAM Golf Tournament
Grant Amount Requested: $10,000

FY2021 Proposed Project Revenue Amount Committed or Pending?
Proposed Buncombe County Strategic Partnerships Grant $ 10,000 pending
Corporate Donations $ 2,000 pending
Individual $ 7,500 pending
Participant Feeds $ 12,500 pending
Board of Directors $ 1,875 pending
Membership (based on 80) $ 1,400 pending
Bus Trip Fees (based on 32) $ 1,600 pending
Annual Brochures $ 2,400 pending

Total $ 39,275

FY2021 Proposed Project Expenses Proposed Grant Other Funds Total Notes
Personnel $ -
Training $ -
Travel $ 800 $ 800
Supplies / Materials $ 725 $ 725 office supplies and postage
Meetings (Food, Interpreting, Child Care, etc.) $ -
Equipment / Furniture $ 520 $ 520 Telephone
Printing / Marketing $ 980 $ 980
Licensing / Memberships / Dues / Subscriptions $ 400 $ 400 Website
Client Support $ -
Contracts $ 3,000 $ 3,000
Professional Services (Legal, Accounting, etc.) $ 1,650 $ 1,650
Insurance and Bonds $ -
Building Maintenance (Rent, Utilities, Repairs, etc.) $ 14,700 $ 14,700 rent and equipment
Program Expenses $ 10,000 $ 6,500 $ 16,500
List other costs: $ -
List other costs: $ -
List other costs: $ -

Total $ 39,275

Overall Organization Budget Amount Notes
FY2019 Actual Year-End Revenue
FY2019 Actual Year-End Expenses
FY2020 Adopted Budget Amount $ 39,275
FY2021 Proposed Budget Amount $ 39,275


