Overview of Federal Funding Opportunities For Buncombe County
Arising from the Bipartisan Infrastructure Law (BIL):
The following opportunities are organized according to the role, responsibility, and
structure of Buncombe County’s sustainability efforts.
County Sustainability Office: Discussions with Sustainability Director Jeremiah LeRoy
regarding the County’s commitment to 100% renewable energy by 2030 and focus on
increasing distributed solar generation led to the following opportunities being identified:
●

Energy Efficiency Conservation Block Grant: This program has broad applicability for
local communities to invest in energy efficiency and renewable energy projects. We are
awaiting further guidance on how this program will be implemented as the current
version slightly modifies eligible use of funds from the prior American Recovery and
Reinvestment Act (ARRA) era program. It is likely that this will be in the form of formula
funds directly distributed to the county.
Anticipated Fall 2022

●

DOE Loan Program Office: Given the scale of the programs envisioned for the County,
DOE’s Loan Program Office may be a unique opportunity as they have recently revised
their loan program to invest more broadly in transformative local energy projects.
Should the county proceed with the comprehensive plan for decarbonization of county
buildings, DOE’s LPO could provide a significant loan at a minimal interest rate.

●

Electric Vehicle Corridor and Community Charging Grants: This program will support
increased access to publicly accessible electric vehicle charging infrastructure either
located on an alternative fuel corridor (Corridor Program) or located elsewhere
(Community charging program). In addition to this competitive program, the state is
anticipated to receive $109 million over 5 years via the National Electric Vehicle
Infrastructure (NEVI) Formula Program. The state is obligated to develop a plan for
implementing the NEVI program by August 1, 20221.
See: DOT NEVI Guidance2

County Water Infrastructure Funding:
There are numerous new drinking water, wastewater and stormwater opportunities that will
become available due to the BIL. Focusing on the rural-urban interface of the County, these
two opportunities were identified to support Low-to-Moderate Income communities. Further
information about anticipated public works and drinking water, stormwater or wastewater
projects could help identify more opportunities from the BIL.
●

1

Connection to Publicly Owned Treatment Works (Sec 50209): EPA is establishing
this grant program to support non-profits or public entities in assisting low-to-

DOT Bipartisan Infrastructure Law Overview for North Carolina. January 21, 2022
https://www.transportation.gov/sites/dot.gov/files/2022-01/BIL_North_Carolina.pdf
2 National Electric Vehicle Infrastructure Formula Program Guidance. February 10, 2022
https://www.
fhwa.dot.gov/environment/alternative_fuel_corridors/nominations/90d_nevi_formula_program_guidance.pdf

moderate income individuals in covering the costs for connecting households to a
publicly owned treatment works through reimbursing connection of laterals to central
sewer lines. Still awaiting guidance from EPA on the details of this program.
●

Grants For Construction And Refurbishing Of Individual Household Decentralized
Wastewater Systems For Individuals With Low Or Moderate Income (Sec 50208):
EPA is establishing this grant program for private nonprofit organizations to support
individual household (or multi household) decentralized wastewater systems helping
individuals without access to sanitary sewer systems.

County Waste Management / Recycling:
●

Consumer Recycling Education and Outreach Grant Program: This competitive
grant will be open to local governments to support efforts to increase awareness and
improve effectiveness of residential and community recycling programs. Projects can
focus on door-to-door education, digital outreach, toolkits or other outreach that
improves recycling programs and reflects National Recycling Strategy priorities.3

Partner opportunities
Sustainability Director LeRoy relayed several other initiatives where Buncombe County is
collaborating with partner agencies; the following opportunities from the Bipartisan
Infrastructure Law may be relevant for these entities:
School District/ North Carolina Department of Education:
●

EPA Clean School Bus Program: The Bipartisan Infrastructure Law further expands the
agency's DERA Clean School Bus program. For more information on the expanded
Clean School Bus Program, see EPA’s Initial Implementation Report to Congress.4 Given
the complexity of the management and operation of school buses, this opportunity
may not be as accessible for Buncombe County, though it should be noted several
School Districts in North Carolina recently benefited from EPA’s DERA School Bus
Replacement Program as well as funds arising from the VW settlement5

●

DOE Grants for Energy Efficiency and Renewable Energy Improvements at Public
School Facilities: This competitive program will award grants to local education
agencies in partnership with schools to increase energy efficiency, implement
renewable energy, or invest in alternative fueled vehicle upgrades and improvements
at public schools. DOE has released a Request for Information for this program.6

EPA National Recycling Strategy: https://www.epa.gov/recyclingstrategy
Bipartisan Infrastructure Law Clean School Bus Program Initial Implementation Report to
Congress https://www.epa.gov/system/files/documents/2022-02/420r22002.pdf
5 WRAL.com “North Carolina schools to receive 5 electric school buses” March 3, 2022
https://www.wral.com/north-carolina-schools-to-receive-5-electric-school-buses/20169260/
6 DOE Request for Information. April 4, 2022 https://eere3
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exchange.energy.gov/Default.aspx#FoaId2f565267-7810-4605-b85b-a48e6ef98708

Local Weatherization Assistance Provider: DOE recently announced the opening of
applications for the Weatherization Assistance Program7. The initial press release identified
North Carolina as receiving up to $89,776,045 to support weatherization efforts including
insulation, energy efficiency, and retrofits for low-income individuals.
Land of Sky Council of Governments Low/No Emission Bus and Bus Facilities Program
Grants: The Low/No Emission Bus Grants and Grants for Bus Facilities opportunities are
currently open until 5/31/2022 for applications that include the acquisition of low emission
buses or the funding of bus facilities (including electric bus infrastructure and workforce
development efforts necessary to support their deployment). The requests routinely surpass
$1 Million and require a 20% local cost share (80% federal, 20% local). The NOFO can be viewed
here8
City of Asheville Reservoir Shading and Floating Solar Panels: The Drinking Water State
Revolving Fund (which increased in funding from the BIL) specifically allows for Energy
Efficiency and Renewable Energy projects that benefit a water utility. These types of projects
are considered “non-traditional eligibility” as they are typically not the central element of a
project but are eligible to receive funds as they complement the traditional project scope.
● For more on this see EPA Drinking Water SRF Handbook9 Section 3.3 Eligible Projects
“Energy Efficiency and Renewable Energy” as there are numerous examples of
mounted solar panels and reservoir shading however combining the two as looks to be
unique.
● Note, while EPA has designated this as a likely eligible use of funds, the SRF program
is managed through NCDEQ and would need to be reviewed with them for eligibility.

The preceding information has been collected by the Southeast Sustainability Directors
Network to support Buncombe County and its partners in applying for sustainability-related
federal funding arising from the Bipartisan Infrastructure Law. There are numerous other
opportunities for local government funding from the Bipartisan Infrastructure Law as well as
considerable opportunities that may arise via state implementation of federal Bipartisan
Infrastructure Law funding opportunities (i.e National Electric Vehicle Formula Program).
These opportunities were selected based on the projects mentioned by Sustainability Director
LeRoy.
Note on timing: Summer / Fall 2022*

DOE Press Release “Biden Administration Announces Investments to Make Homes More
Energy Efficient and Lower Costs for American Families“ March 30, 2022. https://www.en
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DOT No/Low Emission Bus Program and Bus Facilities Program. Deadline May 31, 2022.

https://www.transit.dot.gov/notices-funding/low-or-no-emission-and-grants-buses-and-bus-facilitiescompetitive-programs-fy2022
9 EPA Drinking Water State Revolving Fund Handbook (June 13, 2017): https://www.epa.gov/sit
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*Many of these opportunities are anticipated to become available this summer or fall (with
some surface transportation grants already being available). As most of these opportunities
are authorized funding for the next several years, there is considerable opportunity to prepare
applications and projects for a subsequent fiscal year.
Appendices: Please note, the following excerpts were taken from the White House Bipartisan
Infrastructure Law and are included as images. The originals can be viewed at
https://www.whitehouse.gov/build/. These grant overviews, as well as the dates included in
the text are likely to change as further guidance is posted from federal agencies.

