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From: Dewana Little <dlittle@ymiculturalcenter.org>  
Sent: Tuesday, June 28, 2022 2:54 PM 
To: Jasmine Beach-Ferrara <Jasmine.Beach-Ferrara@buncombecounty.org>; Brownie W. Newman 
<Brownie.Newman@buncombecounty.org>; Amanda Edwards 
<Amanda.Edwards@buncombecounty.org>; Alfred Whitesides 
<Alfred.Whitesides@buncombecounty.org>; Terri Wells <Terri.Wells@buncombecounty.org>; Avril 
Pinder <Avril.Pinder@buncombecounty.org>; Robert Pressley <Robert.Pressley@buncombecounty.org> 
Cc: Dwight Mullen <dbmullen@unca.edu> 
Subject: Reparation Commission's Recommendation 
 
Good Day Chairman Newman and County Commissioners, 
 
 
I am contacting you to share the immediate recommendation made by the Reparations Commission on 
May 23, 2022. This recommendation is important given your current budget considerations. We would 
like to ask that you read and strongly consider the attached recommendation. Also please revisit our 
meeting videos to see the discussion around this recommendation.  
 
The attached recommendation is a first step in the unified commitment of our City and County to the 
reparations process as we, the Community Reparations Commission, continue to do this work.  
 
 
Thank you, 
Dr. Mullens  
Ms. Little 
 

 
Dewana Little 
Executive Director 
YMI Cultural Center 
dlittle@ymiculturalcenter.org 
828.257.4540 office 
828-747-6097 cell 
Schedule with me: https://calendly.com/littled 
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CITY OF ASHEVILLE AND BUNCOMBE COUNTY 

Community Reparations Commission 

City of Asheville   •    Department of Equity and Inclusion   •    c/o Brenda Mills, Director    

P.O. Box 7148   •    Asheville, NC 28802   •    828.232.4517 

 

 

 

 

June 27, 2022 

 

Buncombe County Board of Commissioners 

200 College Street, Room 316 

Asheville, NC 28801  

Dear Chairman Newman and County Commissioners: 

The City of Asheville and Buncombe County Community Reparations Commission met on May 

23, 2022.  During this scheduled meeting, the following recommendation, classified as 

“immediate,” was voted on and approved by the full Commission for presentation to the 

Buncombe County Board of Commissioners for review, consideration, and approval: 

1. The Community Reparations Commission recommends that the Buncombe County 

Board of Commissioners include a line item in their budget for reparations for Black 

people in Buncombe County as a percentage of the overall budget in perpetuity. 

The Commission seeks Board of Commissioners approval of this recommendation and 

respectfully asks for your review and consideration. 

We eagerly await your response.  Thank you. 

Respectfully, 

 

 

Dr. Dwight Mullen, Chair 
COMMUNITY REPARATIONS COMMISSION 

Dewana Little, Vice-Chair 
COMMUNITY REPARATIONS COMMISSION 
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