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International Economic Development Council

The EDC is a 27-year, public-private partnership of

Buncombe County, the City of Asheville and the
Asheville Area Chamber of Commerce

Advancing opportunity, quality of life and economic
sustainability in Buncombe County through workforce
investment, high-wage job creation & economic
diversification
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Senior Director of Ressarch Interm

Riverbird Research is a division of the Asheville Area Chamber of
Commerce. Over the past 25 years, the Research team has ramained a
trusted source for economic data in the Asheville Metro and Western
Morth Carolina region. The experience, analytics, and tools of Riverbird
Research inform not only the AvVL 5X5 Strategy, but promotes
data-driven decision making by governmental leadership, non-profit
partners, Chamber members and communities.
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Recruitrmeent and Expansion

The cornerstone economic development remains the retention local industry
and capacity building for future expansion. It also includes the recruitment of
complementary businesses that expand economic opportunity, strengthen
high value target industries and advance community goals.
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ENTREPRENMEURIAL GROWTH AND
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Exmcutive Operations
Manager
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JEFFREY KAPLAN
Director of Entrepreneurship

Werture Ssheville

Venture Asheville was launched in 2014 in an innovative and

compreh ve effort to cultivate the next generation of Asheville-
headquartered business. Focusing our human and financial resources
on high-growth companies with the capacity to scale nationally and
Wenture Asheville builds the entreprenaurial ecosystam
through connection, mentorship and funding.
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WORKFORCE PARTNERSHIP
DEVELOPMENT

TIARRA WILKIE

SAMANTHA COLE SENURI FERMANDO
Workforce Partrership Workfarce Partrership (Foe
Marager Specialist

The AWVLSxS 2025 Strategy elevates the work of strategic and equitable
workforce development From programming that promotes inclusive

hiring, strategic mentorship and skilled apprenticeship, these investmeants
underscore the importance of lifelong learning to the economy of the region.
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Activities & Accomplishments:
Riverbird Research

* Monthly Economic Indicators

https://www.ashevillechamber.org/research-economy/

ERB
Q.\\| I'Qo * C2ER Cost of Living Index Reporting

https://www.ashevillechamber.org/research-economy/cost-of-living/
* Creative Economy & Jobs Report
https://ashevillearts.com/advocacy/creative-economy/
e 215t Annual Metro Economy
& 39 Annual Metro Growth Breakfast

https://riverbirdresearch.com/wp-content/uploads/2020/11/Growth-Breakfast-2020-Final.pdf

ssEARC

 WNC Outdoor Economy Asset Inventory & Gap Analysis



https://www.ashevillechamber.org/research-economy/
https://www.ashevillechamber.org/research-economy/cost-of-living/
https://ashevillearts.com/advocacy/creative-economy/
https://riverbirdresearch.com/wp-content/uploads/2020/11/Growth-Breakfast-2020-Final.pdf

Activities & Accomplishments:
Local Industry Expansion
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“Since SLC moved to Arden in 2017, we have been able to
grow significantly thanks to the favorable conditions found in
Buncombe County and for being able to attract excellent
talent. Special thanks to the authorities of Buncombe County

and to the EDC for their support and partnership.”
- Stephano Vitale, CEO & President

“We are very pleased to continue expanding our operations in
Asheville. This expansion is evidence of the confidence Borg
Warner has in the outstanding local workforce and their

ability to compete in the global markets we serve.”
- Brian Leising, Plant General Manager




Activities & Accomplishments:
Prait & Whitnhey Recruitment
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Activities & Accomplishments:
Goals of New Industry Recruitment

$68k
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Activities & Accomplishments:
Entrepreneurial Development & Venture Asheville
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Activities & Accomplishments:
Entrepreneurial Development & Venture Asheville

$15M — Investment in Elevate Startups

$12.5M —
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$12.2 M

Record Setting Year

$7.5M —

$3.5M

£2.64M

$1.85M
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Activities & Accomplishments:
Workforce Partnerships & Economic Mobility
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Activities & Accomplishments:
Workforce Partnerships & Economic Mobility

SERVICE PROVIDER PARTNERS

INCLUSIVE

HIRING PARTNERS

SKILLS AND TRAINING PARTNERS
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A resource to close the opportunity gap
for Buncombe County residents




Financial Update
FY2022 Operating Budget $1,302,585
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