Catholic Charities
Diocese of Charlotte

Surengthening Families. Building Conymunities, Reducing Poverty.

November 26, 2019

Avril Pinder
County Manager
Buncombe County, NC

Dear Ms. Pinder;

I write to you today about the future of the refugee resettlement program in Buncombe
County and to seek your written consent to continue our partnership, as is now required
under a new Executive Order (EO). On September 26, 2019, President Trump issued
Executive Order (EO) 13888[1], which requires your formal consent for continued
refugee resettlement in Buncombe County. Given the life-saving nature of this program,
I ask that you provide written consent by December 20, 2019.

This year, President Trump has proposed setting refugee admissions at 18,000
refugees. As you know, the refugee resettlement program has had a long history here in
Buncombe County thanks to widespread community support. Refugee resettlement has
economically and culturally enriched the community, and has brought substantial value
through a public-private partnership Just last year, Catholic Charities in Asheville
reunited 44 refugees with their families already residing in the area. Nationally, as the
Department of Health and Human Services recently noted, refugees contributed $63
billion dollars in revenue over the past decade.

Below is sample consent language. | hope you can issue consent as soon as possible,

so as not to leave people in harm’s way or impact existing services in our community. |

have also enclosed additional background information on refugee resettlement and the

EOQ. If you have any questions about the content of this letter, please do not hesitate to

reach out. | would be happy to schedule a meeting to discuss further. Additionally, if you

have questions about the EO, | recommend that you contact the Department of State at
* RefResettlement-PRM@state.gov

spectfully submitted,

Buct

Sandra Buck
Regional Director
704.370.3278

« [1] Although we are communicating with you about the implementation of the EO, communication about,
or participation in, the implementation of Executive Order 13888 is not in any way an endorsement of the
legality of the EO.
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[GOVERNOR / COUNTY EXECUTIVE | MAYOR LETTERHEAD]

Secretary Michael R. Pompeo
U.S. Department of State
2201 C Street NW
Washington DC, 20520

[DATE]
Dear Secretary Pompeo:

This letter is in reference to Executive Order 13888, “On Enhancing State and Local
Involvement in Resettlement.”

* As [Cotinty Execiitive] of Buncombe County, NC, | consent to initial refugee
resettlement in Buncombe County as per the terms of the Executive Order. My consent
is valid unless or until withdrawn in writing.

" Sincerely,

[NAME]
[POSITION]

cc. - ‘

Principal Deputy Assistant Secretary Carol T. O'Connell
Bureau of Population, Refugees, and Migration

'U.S. Department of State




Office of the Governor
State of Novth Carolina

20301 Mail Service Center

Roy Cooper
Raleigh, N.C. 27699-0301

Governor

December 9, 2019

Mr. Michael R. Pompeo, Secretary
U.S. Department of State

2201 C Street NW

Washington DC, 20520

Dear Secretary Pompeo:

This letter is in reference to Executive Order 13888, “On Enhancing State and Local
Involvement in Resettlement.”

North Carolina was one of the first states to welcome refugees to the United States after
the United States Refugee Act was signed into law in 1980. Our state has a strong network of
community and faith-based groups which aid in resettlement of refugees who seek safety from
persecution.

As Governor of the State of North Carolina, I consent to initial refugee resettlement in the
state of North Carolina as per the terms of the Executive Order. Please contact Jordan Whichard,

Director of my Office of Intergovernmental Affairs at (919) 814-2124, should you have any
questions.

With kind regards, [ am

Very truly yours,

/%

Roy Cooper

RAC/sm/jw

Location: The State Capitol Building, Raleigh, N.C. 27602
Phone: 919-814-2100
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(b)

Presidential Documents

Executive Order 13888 of September 26, 2019

Enhancing State and Local Involvement in Refugee Resettlement

By the authority vested in me as President by the Constitution and the laws of the United States of America,
it is hereby ordered as follows:

Section 1. Purpose. In resettling refugees into American communities, it is the policy of the United
States to cooperate and consult with State and local governments, to take into account the preferences
of State governments, and to provide a pathway for refugees to become self-sufficient. These policies support
each other. Close cooperation with State and local governments ensures that refugees are resettled in
communities that are eager and equipped to support their successful integration into American society and
the labor force.

The Federal Government consults with State and local governments not only to identify the best
environments for refugees, but also to be respectful of those communities that may not be able to
accommodate refugee resettlement. State and local governments are best positioned to know the resources
and capacities they may or may not have available to devote to sustainable resettlement, which maximizes
the likelihood refugees placed in the area will become self-sufficient and free from long-term dependence on
public assistance. Some States and localities, however, have viewed existing consultation as insufficient, and
there is a need for closer coordination and a more clearly defined role for State and local governments in
the refugee resettlement process. My Administration seeks to enhance these consultations.

Section 6(d) of Executive Order 13780 of March 6, 2017 (Protecting the Nation from Foreign Terrorist Entry
into the United States), directed the Secretary of State to determine the extent to which, consistent with
applicable law, State and local jurisdictions could have greater involvement in the process of determining the
placement or resettlement of refugees in their jurisdictions, and to devise a proposal to promote such
involvement.

I have consulted with the Secretary of State and determined that, with limited exceptions, the Federal
Government, as an exercise of its broad discretion concerning refugee placement accorded to it by the
Constitution and the Immigration and Nationality Act, should resettle refugees only in those jurisdictions in
which both the State and local governments have consented to receive refugees under the Department of
State’s Reception and Placement Program (Program).

Sec. 2. Consent of States and Localities to the Placement of Refugees. (a) Within 90 days of the date of this
order, the Secretary of State and the Secretary of Health and Human Services shall develop and implement
aprocess to determine whether the State and locality both consent, in writing, to the resettlement of refugees
within the State and locality, before refugees are resettled within that State and locality under the Program.
The Secretary of State shall publicly release any written consents of States and localities to resettlement
of refugees.

Within 90 days of the date of this order, the Secretary of State and  the Secretary of Health and Human
Services shall develop and implement a process by which, consistent with 8 U.S.C. 1522(a)(2)(D), the State
and the locality’s consent to the resettlement of refugees under the Program is taken into account to the
maximum extent consistent with law. In particular, that process shall provide that, if either a State or
locality has not provided consent to receive refugees under the Program, then refugees should not be
resettled within that State or locality unless the Secretary of State concludes, following consultation with the
Secretary of Health and Human Services and the Secretary of Homeland Security, that failing to resettle
refugees within that State or locality would be inconsistent with the policies and strategies established under
8 U.S.C. 1522(a)(2)(B) and (C) or other applicable law. If the Secretary of State intends to provide for the
resettlement of refugees in a State or locality that has not provided consent, then the Secretary shall notify
the President of such decision, along with the reasons for the decision, before proceeding.

(b) Subsection (b) of this section shall not apply to the resettlement of a refugee’s spouse or child
following to join that refugee pursuant to 8
U.S.C. 1157(c)(2)(A).



Sec. 3. General Provisions. (a) Nothing in this order shall be construed to impair or otherwise affect:

() the authority granted by law to an executive department or agency, or the
head thereof; or

(i1) the functions of the Director of the Office of Management and Budget relating
to budgetary, administrative, or legislative proposals.
(b) This order shall be implemented consistent with applicable law and subject to
the availability of appropriations.

() This order is not intended to, and does not, create any right or benefit,
substantive or procedural, enforceable at law or in equity by any party against
the United States, its departments, agencies, or entities, its officers, employees,
or agents, or any other person.

THE WHITE HOUSE,
September 26, 2019.

[FR Doc. 2019-21505
Filed 9-30-19; 11:15 am]
Billing code 3295-F0—P



