
WestNGN
Buncombe Broadband Project



WestNGN

Attract inves tment in broadband infras tructure 

for economic development, education, health, and 
opportunity in the Land of Sky Region.



WestNGN Phase I: Six Cities

Wes tNGN Partnership formed to incentivize high-speed broadband 

inves tments  among the mos t urbanized communities  in the region a long the 
current available public broadband networks .



WestNGN 
Phas e II Project 
Outputs

Regional Asset Mapping-

This  can help identify vertical as s ets  
and community owned infras tructure 
valuable to private companies  looking 
to deploy s ervice. 



Demand Aggregation-

Quality data  is  critica l to getting new 
providers  to s ervice underserved areas  
by showing a  bus ines s  model. 

Identifying unserved areas  may help 
with opportunities  for grant funding and 
innovation. The survey and provider 
meeting will help Buncombe County 
expand broadband resources . 

Wes tNGN Phas e II 
Project Outputs



2019  survey collection reponses to date



2019 to date survey collection reponses



45.8%
The number of Buncombe County res idents  currently responding that their 
internet provider doesn’t not sufficiently meet the needs  of their household. 

8.2% of survey responses  cla im to have no acces s  a t a ll. 



Broadband Survey Deployment Plan

Government04
● Emergency Management 
● Public Computers - default s creens
● Media involvement
● Town Leaders hip

Private03
● Large Employers  
● Technology Influenced Communities
● Economic Development and Chamber of Commerce

Education02 ● Schools  
● Univers ity Leaders hip

Community01
● Community Center Leaders hip 
● Non-Profits  and Civic Groups
● Hous ing Authority
● Areas  complaining about s ervice options



Timeline

Step 2

Data Processing

Two weeks  to 
create maps  and 
data analys is . 

Step 3

Deployment Plan

Print document for 
Buncombe County 
to us e to facilitate 
convers ations  with 
providers

Step 4

Provider Meeting
Survey 
Deployment 

Run for two+  
weeks

April 15th-April 30th

Step 1



Questions

Sara  Nichols
sara@landofsky.org
828-251-7466

mailto:sara@landofsky.org
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