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Our fifth compost drop-off 
site is now open!
The South Buncombe/Skyland Library 
compost drop-off site, located at 260 
Overlook Road in Asheville, is now open 
for use during regular library hours. This  
is the FIFTH free community compost 
drop-off site in Buncombe County. To use 
any of the sites, you must register online at  
www.buncombecounty.org/composting. You 
will then receive an email with a lock code 
and instructions on how to use the drop-off 
sites.

In addition to the South Buncombe/
Skyland Library, we also have these four 
locations:

• Buncombe County Landfill – Conve-
nience Center
85 Panther Branch Road, Alexander
Open Monday through Friday, 8 a.m.
to 4:30 p.m., and Saturday, 8 a.m. to
12:30 p.m.

• Stephens-Lee Recreation Center
“Food Scrap Shed”
30 Washington Carver Avenue, Ashe-
ville
Next to the Community Garden on the
north side of the parking lot
Open Monday through Friday, from
7 a.m. to 6 p.m.; Saturday, 8 a.m. to 2
p.m.; and Sunday, noon to 4 p.m.

• Murphy Oakley Recreation Center/
Library
749 Fairview Road, Asheville
Southern corner of the parking lot
Open dawn to dusk daily

• West Asheville Library
942 Haywood Road, Asheville
Eastern side of the building
Open Tuesday through Saturday, 10
a.m. to 6 p.m.

Drop off your electronics 
and household hazardous 
waste at the landfill

The holidays are over and many of us have packed away our decorations 
for next year. If you are wondering how to recycle your holiday tree, we 
can help! 

If your family enjoyed a real Christmas tree, you can recycle it 
with us this winter. Simply remove all ornaments, lights, garlands, and 
tinsel, as well as the stand, and deliver the tree to the Buncombe 
County Landfill. As long as trees are bare and unbagged, recycling 
is free during the month of January. These trees will be chipped 
and turned into mulch. We cannot accept flocked trees for recy-
cling, since the chemicals used to create the snow effect will 
contaminate mulch. If you dispose of your tree after the end 
of January, there will a charge of $20 per ton (prorated). 

Mulch can be purchased on-site, as well. Please contact 
us at 828-250-5462 for details.
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Christmas tree recycling
Televisions and computer monitors are 
accepted daily at the landfill during nor-
mal operating hours if you can unload the 
devices without assistance. Residents will 
be charged a fee of $10 per TV or moni-
tor, regardless of size. If you have other 
electronic waste or if you will need assis-
tance with unloading, please deliver your 
electronics during the hours for household 
hazardous waste drop-off on the dates listed 
on page 2. Other than computer monitors 
and televisions, we accept most electronics 
from residents at no charge. Businesses may 
drop off electronics for a fee of 30 cents per 
pound.

Household hazardous waste (HHW) 
and paint are accepted only at the select 
Friday drop-offs (one Friday per month 
fall and winter and two Fridays per month 
spring and summer). Clip and save our 
2023 schedule and keep it for reference 
throughout the year. HHW includes 
unneeded household, garden, and automo-
tive chemicals, paints and stains, fluorescent 
light tubes and bulbs, and spent recharge-
able household batteries. There is a limit 
of 20 gallons of paint per person per event. 
The fee for paint and paint-related items, 
including water-based sealers, paint thin-

(Continued on Page 2)

www.buncombecounty.org


Page 2  Winter 2023

ners, enamels, polyurethane, and flammable 
liquids, such as gas and kerosene, is $2 
per gallon. There is no charge for pesti-
cides, herbicides, insecticides, motor oil, 
antifreeze, and lead-acid batteries. Please 
sort and take inventory of the contents and 
quantity of your items prior to disposal 
to save time at the scale house and HHW 
disposal area.

The landfill is located at 85 Panther 
Branch Road, off 251 North (Old Marshall 
Highway), north of Alexander. When you 
get to the landfill scale house, you will be 
directed to the collection area.

Fees will apply for some items. Proof 
of county residency is required. Busi-
nesses may recycle electronics for a fee 
but are NOT allowed to drop off hazardous 
waste. For the safety of staff and residents, 
materials must be unloaded by the people 
dropping off the items whenever possible.
Visit our website, www.buncombe.org/
solidwaste, for more details.

Drop off …
(Continued from Page 1) 2023 Household 

Hazardous Waste and  
Electronics Recycling 

Drop-Off Schedule
Buncombe County Landfill
These Fridays only from 9 a.m. to  
3 p.m.:

• February 10
• March 10
• March 24
• April 14
• April 28
• May 12
• May 26
• June 9
• June 23
• July 7
• July 21
• August 11
• August 25
• September 8
• October 13
• November 3
• December 8

Handling hard-to-recycle items 
Asheville GreenWorks helps 
plant trees and native habitats, 
pick up litter from roadsides and 
waterways, and educate and inspire 
young people and adults. But that 
is not all! They also offer Hard 2 
Recycle events several times per 
year to allow residents to recycle 
items that aren’t accepted in regular 
curbside or drop-off programs. 
Accepted items include books, 
electronics, small appliances, 
toner and printer cartridges, clean 
Styrofoam, and other items. 
The first event of 2023 was held 
on January 28 in Candler. For 
additional information, dates, and 
locations or to volunteer for this or 
other GreenWorks programs, visit 
www.ashevillegreenworks.org.
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The dangers of lithium-ion 
battery fires
Lithium-ion batteries are found in many rechargeable 
devices, including cell phones, power tools, laptops, and 
headphones. When dead batteries or devices containing 
batteries are discarded, they pose a fire risk if you toss 
them into your trash can or cart or into recycling carts or 
bins.

Lithium-ion batteries can easily ignite when dam-
aged, and in the process of collecting and processing 
household trash, they are likely to be damaged. The fires 
sparked by lithium-ion batteries not only cause 
damage in collection trucks and at waste and 
recycling facilities, but they also result in 
injured firefighters, monetary loss, and service 
disruptions in the community. In addition, 
when we trash our portable devices and their 
batteries, we cannot reuse the valuable materials 
they contain in new products.

As portable electronics continue to be a critical part of our 
everyday lives, our waste and recycling systems will only see more of these batteries. Take 
all rechargeable batteries and electronics to one of our Recycle Centers for proper disposal. 
Better yet, use your portable electronics as long as you can, only upgrading to a replace-
ment once your device is no longer working.

We can all do our part to ensure we properly dispose of these batteries to keep our 
community safe.
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Wondering what to do 
with bulky trash?
Gently used, working and useful items, such as furniture 
and large appliances, should be sold or donated whenever 
possible. However, if you have items that are broken, 
unusable, too old, or unwanted by others, you can learn 
how to properly dispose of or recycle them using our Waste 
Wizard. Visit www.buncombecounty.org/solidwaste, scroll to 
the Waste Wizard, and type in the name of the waste item. 

Recycle your batteries right!
• Tape the terminal ends of your lithium-ion, other rechargeable, and dispos-

able batteries.
• Bag lithium-ion and other rechargeable batteries individually in sealable 

plastic bags.
• Do not place lithium-ion or other rechargeable batteries inside your trash 

cart!
• Do not place any type of batteries into a recycling cart or bin!
• Look for battery recycling bins at home improvement and office supply 

stores, such as Lowe’s, Home Depot, and Best Buy. These locations accept 
alkaline and rechargeable household batteries.

• Drop off rechargeable batteries only for recycling at the Buncombe County 
Landfill during household hazardous waste drop-off hours on select Fridays 
(see page 1 for details).
Standard household alkaline batteries do not contain hazardous chemicals 

and may be disposed of in the trash. For added safety, please attach tape to both 
ends of alkaline batteries before disposal.

Taking care of textiles

Many textile items, such as sheets, clothing, towels, upholstery, industrial fabric scraps, 
and most other woven items, can be reused many times, repurposed by someone handy, and 
sold or donated to a new user. However, with items that are worn out or simply unwanted, 
please don’t place them in the recycling cart or bin! Textiles can’t be sorted from other 
recycling and become “tanglers” at recycling processing facilities. If you want to recycle 
old textile items, make sure they are clean and dry, bag them in a plastic bag, and drop 
them off in our textile bins at one of these locations: 

• Buncombe County Landfill 
• Buncombe County Transfer Station Convenience Center

During December 2022, we diverted 740 pounds of textiles from landfill disposal!
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Are my recyclables being recycled?

Yes, absolutely! We are often asked what happens to the recyclables that are picked 
up at the curb or dropped off at convenience centers at the landfill or transfer station. 
Some residents, based on national news stories, even ask if our recyclables are really 
being recycled. We can assure you that we are recycling those materials. Our recy-
clables are delivered to a local company, Curbside Management, Inc. (or “Curbie,” 
as they are known). They sort the materials by category and then bale them for mar-
ket. (Glass goes into large bins.) These materials then go on to companies that do 
additional processing, such as plastic processors that wash and flake bottles. Eventu-
ally, our recyclables become raw materials in making new products. Watch recycling 
in action at the Curbie plant at https://youtu.be/evqRojAYDgo. 
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Looking back at what we’ve 
done
We were able to dispose safely and recycle tons of waste over the past fiscal year with 
all the enthusiastic participation of our residents in Buncombe County! We recycled 
approximately 46,000 pounds of motor oil, 4,000 pounds of antifreeze, 3,500 pounds of 
lead-acid batteries, 2,000 pounds of fluorescent bulbs, and 2,000 pounds of used cooking 
oil. Overall, we collected more than 250,000 pounds of household hazardous waste. With 
your help, we were able to divert all this material from being placed into our landfill or 
improperly dumped in our forests and streams.

Recycling tips
• Empty food and liquids from cans, bottles, and jars. Give these containers a quick rinse 

and then let them drip-dry before placing them into your recycling cart or bin.
• Keep paper and cardboard clean and dry. Break down boxes to save room in your cart, 

your vehicle, and drop-off bins.
• Only place accepted recyclables in the curbside recycling cart or drop-off recycling bins. 

If you aren’t sure what is accepted, use our Waste Wizard tool at www.buncombecounty.
org/solidwaste.

• When in doubt, throw it out. Many folks put items into the recycling cart or bin hoping 
that they will be recycled. Non-recyclables put in carts and bins won’t be recycled and 
add to the cost of processing recyclables.

• Keep it loose! Do not bag your recycling. Plastic bags, whether loose or holding recycla-
bles, are considered contamination. We are also teaming up with Waste Pro to implement 
a curbside cart tagging program targeting bagged recyclables. If your recyclables are 
bagged, you will receive a notice and educational information on proper recycling. 

• Know what should never be placed in the curbside recycling cart or bin. Never put in 
food waste, clothing, cords, hoses, tissues, paper towels, hazardous waste, or electronics. 
And, please, absolutely NO diapers!

Interested in 
recycling at 

your business?
If your business is interested in learning more about recycling by-products or waste, wants 
to educate employees about recycling, or wants to perform a waste audit, the Solid Waste 
staff is happy to help. Please email recycling@buncombecounty.org with your inquiry.

Resolve to reduce
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Looking for more tips?
Eduardo Garcia’s 2022 book Things You Can Do (Ten 
Speed Press, 256 pages) is filled with ideas and suggestions 
to consume wisely, save energy, and reduce waste. 
Garcia found inspiration in his own career and life. His 
work as a journalist focused on energy production and 
took him around the globe. During his years as a foreign 
correspondent, he says, “I led an itinerant lifestyle that 
forced me to downshift and live with less, which I found 

immensely gratifying.”
Garcia set out to 

write a how-to book that 
instead of being “preachy 
and prescriptive” was 
“science-based but also 
fun, hopeful, and inspi-
rational.” The result is an illustrated book, created in 
partnership with designer Sara Boccaccini Meadows, 
that offers a guide to our planet along with wide-rang-
ing, practical tips to make it a better place for our 
generation and those that follow.
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One of the most common New Year’s 
resolutions is to spend less money. The 
easiest way to do this is to reduce what 
we are consuming. When we spend and 
consume less, we also reduce our waste. 
Here are some tips to help you reduce your 
consumption, save money, and reduce 
waste:
• Buy less: This may seem obvious, 

but maybe you can put a little more 
thought into it. We have kitchens full 
of single-use gadgets and appliances. 
Before buying something, ask yourself 
two questions: “Do I really need this?” 
and “Do I already have something that 
would serve the same purpose?” 

• Borrow instead of buy: Before you buy 
something that you won’t use often, look 
for someplace where you can borrow it. 
Get books, movies, and magazines from 
friends and family or the library. Share 
yard tools with a neighbor. If you are 
hosting a big party, borrow extra plates, 
silverware, glasses, and cookware from 
a friend or family member. Need an 
outfit for a special occasion? Ask to look 
through a friend’s closet or consider a 
rental. 

• Use your own bags, bottles, and mugs: 
We all do it — we keep reusable bags 
in our cars and then walk into the store 
without them. To avoid this, place the 
bags somewhere you won’t forget them, 
such as next to the car seat so you see 
them when you get your child out or 
next to you in the front seat. Reusable 
bags aren’t just for the grocery store; 
take them along for any shopping you 
do. Always carry a water bottle or coffee 
mug with you; most places will fill your 
bottle or mug instead of giving you a 
disposable cup. If you often find your-
self throwing away straws or dispos-
able cutlery, consider keeping reusable 
versions of these items with you to avoid 
the waste.

• Give up disposables: Avoid buying 
bottled water. Use cloth napkins, towels, 
and rags in your home. Eat meals on 
dishes, not paper, plastic, or foam plates 
and bowls. Keep reusable containers in 
your car for when you have leftovers 
at restaurants. Choose containers with 

lids that stay firmly closed and you’ve 
already improved upon the traditional 
restaurant containers.

• Order online smartly: Online shop-
ping makes binge spending very easy. 
It also brings a lot of packaging into 
your home. Order wisely and choose 
the quick-shipping option only when 
needed, opting for shipping your items 
together instead of separately.

• Take good care of your electronics: 
Keep electronics operating as long as 
possible and you’ll save money and 
conserve resources. Regularly upload 
pictures and videos to the cloud or a 
home hard drive and delete them from 
your mobile device to free up storage 
space. Don’t let the battery go dead 
before charging it to full. Instead, charge 
the battery a little at a time, as often as 
possible. Leave your laptop plugged in 
while you use it and unplugged when it’s 
turned off. Don’t expose your device to 
either extremely high or low tempera-
tures. Use both a case and a screen 
protector for cell phones, e-readers, and 
tablets. Frequently clear the cache and 
remove temporary files to keep your 
device running smoothly.

• Buy fewer batteries: Many gifts 
come with “batteries not included.” 
Consider purchasing rechargeable 
batteries for new and frequently used 
items. Rechargeable batteries can be 
reused multiple times with the help of a 
charging dock. However, even recharge-
ables eventually die. When this happens, 
be sure to recycle them. Harmful chemi-
cals and metals in rechargeable batteries 
don’t belong in landfills and can be 
reused to make new batteries.



We want your suggestions, questions, and comments!
Buncombe County Solid Waste Department

81 Panther Branch Road, Alexander, NC 28701
828-250-5460 • www.buncombecounty.org
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Junk Yards/Junk Cars – Jeffrey Byrd .................................................828-424-8162
Bioreactor Manager – Kristy Smith ...................................................828-250-5473
Buncombe County Landfill ................................................................828-250-5462
Buncombe County Transfer Station ...................................................828-250-6205
Waste Pro – Residential Trash Pickup ...............................................828-684-7790
Mobile Home Removal – Bob Haynes ..............................................828-250-5388
Environmental Control – Kim Spillars ..............................................828-250-5470
Recycling Coordinator – Cassandra Lohmeyer .................................828-220-1361

Asheville City Sanitation – Trash Pickup ..........................................828-259-5857
Curbside Management – Recycling ...................................................828-252-2532

Important Phone Numbers for City of Asheville Residents

Important Phone Numbers for County Residents

Copyright© 2023
Buncombe County and Eco Partners, Inc. All rights reserved.

PLEASE RECYCLE AFTER READING.

Like us on 
Facebook!

Get announcements directly in 
your News Feed about Buncombe 
County Government activities 
and programs, including solid 
waste and recycling. Plus, you’ll 
be able to post your questions 
and comments, find county 
job listings, and more. Like us 
today at www.facebook.com/
buncombeGov.

Directions to the 
Buncombe County 
Landfill:
From I-240 East or West, take Exit 
4A to 19/23 North. Travel 1 mile 
and then take UNC-A exit. At the 
end of the exit, turn left. Go to 
traffic light and turn right onto 251 
North. Continue on 251 North for 
13½ miles to Panther Branch Road. 
Turn right onto Panther Branch 
Road and travel 1/10 of a mile to the 
Buncombe County Landfill, which 
is located on the right. The new 
landfill is 6 miles north of the old 
landfill.

81 Panther Branch Road, Alexander • 828-250-5462 
Hours: Monday–Friday, 8 a.m.–4:30 p.m.; Saturday, 8 a.m.–12:30 p.m.

Buncombe County Landfill Convenience Center

190 Hominy Creek Road, Asheville • 828-250-6205 
Hours: Monday–Friday, 8 a.m.–4:30 p.m.; Saturday, 8 a.m.–1 p.m.

Directions to the 
Transfer Station:
From I-240, take exit 1B (Brevard 
Road/Hwy. 191). At the traffic 
light, take Highway 191 North. 
Turn left onto Shelburne Road. 
Turn left onto Hominy Creek Road. 
The Transfer Station will be on 
the left. From I-40, take exit 47 
(Brevard Road/Hwy. 191). At the 
traffic light, take Highway 191 
North. After crossing I-240, turn 
left onto Shelburne Road. Turn 
left onto Hominy Creek Road. The 
Transfer Station will be on the left.

Buncombe County Transfer Station Convenience Center

Flatten cardboard

PAPER
Paper, cartons and cardboard

KEEP THESE ITEMS OUT!

RECYCLE ALL TOGETHER

 Aerosol cans
 All batteries

    (car, lithium, etc.)
 Ceramic items
 Clothing or textiles
 Diapers
 Disposable cups 

    (plastic and paper)

 Electronics
 Food-tainted items 
 Hazardous waste
 Household glass
 Medical waste
 Plastic bags/wrap
 Plastic clamshell 

    packaging

 Scrap metal/wood
 Shredded paper
 Styrofoam/peanuts
 Tanglers

    (cords, hoses, wires, etc.)
 Tires
 Toys

Empty and rinseEmpty and rinseNo pumps

PLASTIC METAL
Bottles, tubs, jugs and jars All cans

Empty and rinse

GLASS
Bottles and jars

Buncombe County Landfill also accepts the following 
items from residents* ONLY during TV/Paint Recycling 
events. Check our website for event details and dates.

TV/PAINT
RECYCLING EVENTS

PL
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 D
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’T 

BAG               YOUR RECYCLA
B

LES!

NOTE: Bio-Hazardous materials, radioactive materials, 
and explosives are NOT accepted.

*Businesses can recycle electronics by the pound for a 
fee. No business hazardous wastes will be accepted.

If you have any 
questions, please contact 
the Solid Waste Office at 
828-250-5460
or the Landfill at
828-250-5462.

Electronics: Cell phones, keyboards, etc. 

Televisions, computer monitors, and CPUs: 
Every day drop-off is available for residents 
who are able to self-unload.

Paint: Paint, paint thinners, water sealers, 
enamels, etc. 20-gallon limit per event.

Flammable liquids: Gasoline and 
kerosene.

Pesticides: Insecticides, herbicides, 
fungicides, etc.

Unbroken fluorescent bulbs: 20 bulbs 
max per month. Check online for bulb 
disposal guidelines.

ACCEPTED EVERY DAY

• Used cooking oil

• Motor oil

• Lead acid batteries

• Automotive fluids, oil filters and anti-freeze

The landfill also accepts the following materials every 
day at the Convenience Center from residents only — 
no commercial quantities.

www.facebook.com/buncombegov

