Buncombe County Health Center

Clinicians caring for the uninsured

In addition to the mandated services
provided by all county Health
Departments in North Carolina, the
Buncombe County Health Center pro-
vides primary care in a large clinic that’s
run like a Family Practice office with
excellent support services. Along with its
own pharmacy and lab, the Health Center
also features a Coumadin Clinic, nutrition
support services, and two counselors
available to help patients access appropri-
ate mental health services.

It sounds busy and complicated, and it
is. Many of the patients struggle with
poverty, mental illness and substance
abuse in addition to multi-system health

problems.

A talented group of providers at
BCHC are meeting this task head on.

“Our providers have trained at some
of the best schools in the country like
Duke and Georgetown,” said Kathy
Robinson, MD. “Many of us have worked
in private practices. Some have taught in
residency programs and some continue to
teach MAHEC residents at the Health
Center.

“The underlying motivation for all of
us is the desire for the uninsured/underin-
sured to have access to holistic care in a
manner that addresses the multiple chal-
lenges of this population.”

LoNG TERM PROVIDERS

Charles Murray, MD, and Cynthia
Yancey, MD, have a combined service to
the Health Center of almost 50 years. Dr.
Murray started at the Health Center in
1978 straight out of the MAHEC residen-
cy program. He has served as a primary
care physician and for several years as
medical director. He grows Asian maples
and gets together with friends weekly to
play music.

Dr. Yancey, a former Kentucky farm
girl, went into medicine to pursue a career
in international health. She began work-
ing at the Health Center in 1987 and has
found that the international community
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has come to her. She specializes in Latino
women’s health and dreams of retiring to
her daughter’s land in Guinea, West
Africa, building a little clinic, and helping
the villagers.

NEWEST ON THE SCENE

Steve Swearingen, MD, Medical
Director, Stan Hamaker, MD, Jennifer
Mullendore, MD, and Theresa Oursler,
FNP, have all started working at the
Health Center during the last year. Dr.
Swearingen worked in private practice for
ayear and in public health for six years in
Anderson, SC, before he became the
director of AnMed Community Health
Clinics in Anderson where he served for
12 years before moving to Asheville.

Dr. Hamaker worked in a private
practice in West Virginia for 18 years, then
for Parkway Family Physicians in
Asheville for four years before going to
work at the Health Center. He is chal-
lenged by the wide variety of health issues
facing our patients.

After residency training, Dr.
Mullendore worked at the Moses Cone
Urgent Care Center while she completed
a Masters of Science in Public Health
degree in Maternal and Child Health
from UNC-Chapel Hill. She is a huge

Maryland Terps/ACC fan and enjoys hik-
ing and playing volleyball.

Theresa Oursler worked as a nurse
before becoming a nurse practitioner in
2001. Since then she has worked for
Asheville Pediatrics, Wellspring Internal
Medicine and WNC OB/GYN. She
enjoys hiking and hunting for wild mush-
rooms. In fact, she is the one who poison
control calls when they think someone
has ingested poisonous mushrooms.

THE REST OF THE TEAM

Kathy Robinson, MD, has practiced
at the Health Center for eight years.
Before returning to her hometown of
Asheville, she taught in the Family
Medicine Residency Program at Duke
University.

Lynn Rapp, FNP, worked in a private
practice for five years and as a wound care
consultant for one year before coming to
the Health Center two years ago. She runs
the Employee Health Clinic providing
acute care services to all Buncombe
County employees and their families.

Mary Scott Hayes, MD, graduated
from the MAHEC residency program and
worked at Ravenscroft Family Health
Center before coming to the Health
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Center three years ago. Her desire is to
provide high quality, compassionate
healthcare to our county’s medically
underserved. She likes to mountain bike,
read, garden and play with her two young

sons.

Paul Moore, FNP, has worked at the
Health Center for the past seven years.
He feels drawn to working with the unin-
sured and enjoys the camaraderie of work-
ing with like-minded providers. He
worked as an ICU nurse for 15 years
before becoming a family nurse practi-

tioner.

Anita Price, PA, has been working at
the Health Center as a Physician
Assistant for the past eight years. Prior to
joining the Health Center, she worked at
Community Family Practice, Appalachian
Hall and Thoms Rehab.

Barbara Newman, PA, worked in a
private practice office two years before
going to work at the Health Center eight
years ago.

Richard Gloor, DO, worked in a pri-
vate practice for 12 years before moving to
Asheville in 2000. He worked in an alter-
native medicine practice here before
starting at the Health Center in 2001. He
believes that the Health Center offers an
excellent model for caring for an increas-

ingly uninsured population.
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Observers of the Dogwood Project have probably noted that the skin of the building is

going on. First the sheathing went up (yellow), then a spray-on air barrier was applied

(green), and now brick is being installed (red and beige). This occurred first in the area

adjacent to West Tower, but will soon move to the west face right along the loop road. In

December we took delivery of the air handlers (heat and a/c). The crane is scheduled to

be leaving soon, and the work will focus on getting the roof and walls “dried-in.” Within

the building, work continues with the installation of electrical, mechanical and plumbing.

Both the 4th and 6th floor are almost ready for sheetrock. Keep watching! Soon the

Dogwood Project will look like a real building and not just a shell!
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