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he Textbook Loan Program was started in 2004.  Fran Thigpen had the idea that if we 

purchased textbooks that early educators could borrow, it would remove a barrier to 

accessing higher education for some.  Even though more folks were participating in the TEACH 

program at that time, they still had to buy a textbook before they could be reimbursed for it...a 

problem for many on small salaries and tight budgets.  Franôs staff took the idea and ran with it, 

ñsellingò County parking spaces in their parking lot on Woodfin Place during the entire weekend 

of Bele Chere.  All employee time was donated - even during the day on Friday, staff took leave 

to go outside and participate in the fundraising effort.  Many spouses, early educators and friends 

of Buncombe County Child Care Services donated their time as well.  This has been the primary 

source of funds for this project ever since. 
 

This early educator benefit has been hugely successful.  In 2007 there were 76 people that left a 

deposit, used a textbook, turned the book back in and received their deposit back.  It is the hope 

of those of us who were a part of this effort, that they found it worthwhile.   
 

At this date we are relatively sure that the textbooks will be donated to AB Techôs Early 

Education Department with Jennifer Bosworth, Education Outreach Advisor, as the 

administrator of the program.  For more information about textbooks available and the checkout 

policy, call her at 254- 1921x476. 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

alling all Directorséletôs get together ï one last time! Please 

mark your calendars for Thursday, August 19
th

 from 12 to 2:00 

p.m. at Buncombe County Child Care Services conference room.   
 

Join Fran Thigpen and Pat Creighton for a gathering to network and 

reminisce as we take a stroll down memory lane!  We will stop along the way to partake in a delightful 

Garden Party Lunch which will be provided at no charge.  We ask that you make us aware of your 

intention to participate so that there will be plenty of food.   Prizes and surprises will abound!     
 

Please make a reservation to attend by calling 250-6700.  This is your timeéplease donôt miss it! As 

always, we look forward to seeing you here!  

  

 

 

 
 

he NC Child Care Commission adopted new rules in April 2010.  

They will be reviewed by the Rules Commission on June 17, 2010.  

The earliest the new rules would be adopted would be July 1, 2010.  A 

summary of the new rules is currently posted on the DCD website under ñWhatôs Newò.  If you 

do not have access to a computer, call or come by Buncombe County Child Care Services. 
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The Western Regional Early Childhood Conference was held this 

year on May 21 and 22. The two day event offered 115 workshops and 

was attended by approximately 1,200 people. Among the highlights were 

presentations by Eric Rowles with Leading To Change, Inc. and the 

workshop and Plenary Session presenter, Eric Litwin . Litwin is an award 

winning musician and a New York Times bestselling author. His book, Pete the Cat �± I love My White 
Shoes, is a favorite with children and teachers. Litwinôs workshop was a wonderful way to cap this 
landmark conference. 
 

This year marked the 30
th
 year of the Conference in Buncombe County and the 19

th
 year that it has been 

located on the campus of AB-Tech. Contributors to our success include: 
 Pat Cole (Family Child Care Home Educator) and Ila Teague (Western Regional Manager, Division of 

Child Development), the Program Committee members who have served in that role longer than anyone else.  

The Program Committee is responsible for workshops and presenters. 

 Libby Wilson  was, for years, the only member of the Logistics Committee. Libby created the now famous 

ñLogistics Notebookò that contains all the information needed to chair this committee. 

 Fran Thigpen, Director of Buncombe County Child Care Services (BCCCS), the organization that started 

the whole thing! The lionôs share of logistics, organization and work over the years has always fallen to this 

agency, probably one reason for its enduring success and consistent growth. While Fran came to BCCCS 

after the conference was established, she and her staff have been essential to its success. 

 Mr. K. Ray Bailey  former President of AB Tech Community College, who invited us to abandon our 

traveling ways and to make a new home on this beautiful community college campus. 
 

Some ñHighlightsò over the years: 
 NAEYC  participated in the conference in 1991. On the Thursday before the regular conference workshops, 

NAEYC held a Validator Certification course for their NAEYC Accreditation process as a pre-conference 

activity. 

 A Mainstreaming Track  was offered as a choice at the 1993 conference.  

 A wonderful presenter from Ohio, Terry Becker-Fritz , was with us for several years beginning in 1995. As 

a Clinical Nurse Specialist, she brought terrific insight into behavior issues with children and adolescents. 

 In 1996, when DCD first enforced the law requiring fingerprinting, we hosted the ñBlack Thumb Affairò 

and provided fingerprinting for conference participants within a social get-together. 

 Diversity education and multicultural materials were supplied to us for many years starting in 1998 by our 

good friend Dot Hill  of Creative Diversity Design. 

 Margaret Mobley and Betty Rintoul  presented a featured session on early brain development at the 1998 

conference. Howard Hanger, a widely sought after speaker, shared ñDog Breathò with everyone in his 

presentation that same year. 

 Deborah Scott and the Playback Theatre took us all on a roller coaster ride of emotions with the 2001 

presentation  ñOur Children, Our Childhoods ï Sharing Personal Storiesò in an improvisational theatre 

session.  

 ARTStartôs Wolf Trap Performing Arts Workshop Series was featured throughout the conference in 

2001 thanks to a grant through the High County Art and Craft Guild and Smart Start of Buncombe County. 

 Dr. Thomas Moore, award-winning educational consultant dedicated to early childhood development, was a 

keynote speaker in 2002. 

 The League of Women Voters provided voter information and registration at the 2003 conference. 

 The Scrap Exchange from Raleigh had a booth so huge it had to be located outside during the 2004 

conference. 

 Jim Gill , Parents Choice Foundation and American Library Association Award winner came to the WRECC 

in 2004. Jim was a huge success and many participants made mention of him on this yearôs form that asked 

for fondest conference memories. Visit Jimôs website at http://.jimgill.com/new/home.html to read about his 

latest awards and purchase materials. 
 

Of course there have been ñLowlightsò too, but with time, these become ñHumorous History,ò making 

the event even more precious to us. For example: 
 There was the year the Civil War Reenactment was staged behind the Smith-McDowell House during the 

conference.  It was complete with canon blasts, men yelling battle cries and firing muskets. Oops! 

 We will always remember the year that Criminal Justice practiced their skills with pepper spray on a windy 

conference Friday. It was a tearful situation! 

 One participant of the conference will never be forgotten. She went home early and did not inform those she 

rode with. This resulted in panicked friends and the conference staff combing the buildings and shrubbery in 

the attempt to find her. 
 

These memories and more are all woven into a wonderful tapestry. This tapestry makes our conference 

the most special training event in the state. Hereôs to 30 years of the Western Regional Early Childhood 

Conference! 
 

By ï Pat Creighton, Training Specialist, BCCCS and Program Chair, WRECC                           v 

I Was In A WRECC!  
 


